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War, &c. 
(Continued from page 160.) 


“Sir, one great battle, however vigto- 
ry may turn, plants stings of sorrow in 
many a bosom, never more to be with- 
drawn;--sorrows which can render 
those that feel them caretess of victory 
or defeat—yea, careless of life or death. 
War to remedy evils, real or imagena- 
ry, brings, on those that enter the 
bloody list, sorrows and calamities, in- 
tense, intolerable, and interminable. 
“QO my soul, come thou not into their 
secret, unto their assembly; mine hon- 
our, be not thou united; for in their 
wrath they slew aman, and in their an- 
ger they digged down a wall. Cursed 
be their wrath for it was fierce, and 
their anger, for it was cruel.”? Such 
are the effects of war that, often, while 
the arms of a nation triumph, that na- 
tion mourns, and while the eagle of 
victory perches on the capitol a vulture 
of grief preys on every heart; nay, 
while they gain partial advantages 
for which they fought, they lose es- 
sential advantages which they never 
can gain, 


For glittering clouds they leave the 
solid shore, 
And wonted happiness returns no more. 


But, Sir, it is still urged, that tho’ 
warstake off many people, among 
whom some are important members 
of society, and though they cause 
many privations, and much sorrow 
and mourning, yet they free the 
world of many useless people, and in 


plus of useless people, or rather the 
surplus wich is apprehended, while 
it is a certain fact, that in a perpetu- 
al and universal peace, the earth 
might support at least asimany hun- 
dreds as it does now individuals! Be- 
sides, what prospect is there cf a 
surplus of inhabitants on the globe? 
Has there been any probable increase 
in two thousand years?.Will any man 
undertake to say, that there sre now 
more peopie on the globe, than there 
were in the Augustan age, or a thou- 
sand years before that age? I pre- 
sume not. I give it as my opinion, 
Sir, that both Asia and Africa are a- 
mazingly depopulated. What ar- 
mies did the Romans find in Car- 
thage and Numidia? The peace es- 
tablishment of ancient Egypt ‘was 
four hundred thousand men. The 
Israelites went out of Egypt under 
Moses with six hundred theusand 
fighting men: and with what en army 
did Pharaoh pursue them? The A- 
syrian armies were. still larger. 

ould a Persian army now invade 
Greece with an army of five milions, 
or halt'that number? which ell an- 
cient historians agree Xerxes brought 
into Europe. Could Asia Minor now 
raise such armies as were brought 
into the field by Priam king of Troy, 
by Croesus king of Lydia, by Mith- 
ridates king of Pontus, who shook 
the Roman Empire inthe zenith of 
its power? And even in. the north 
of Europe, styled by Dr. Robertson 





short, prevent the‘ world from being 
over stocked with inhabitants. A 
surprising argument! Would it not 
be better to leave it to the great Cre- 


“the vast store-house of nations,”’ it 


‘js doubtful whether population has 


increased. 
But should it be admitted that 








ator and Preserver of men to pro-' there has been, on the whole, a gra- 
vide room for his creatures? Shall/dual increase of'péople in modern 
we goto killing off the supposed sur-| times, how many ages must elapse 
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b-fore the world is full? The vast 
regions of America are still but thin- 
ly sprinkled over with people, and no 
doubt this globe might sustain many 
thousands of miliions of inhabitants 
And what is it but the destructive 
aud demoralizing spirit of war, that 








increases the vic.ous class of wretch. 


ed beings, who are such a burden to; 


and the people, in poist of morals. 
Pillaging, theft and robbery increase; 
profaneness lifts its audacious and 
blasphemous voice,—dru: kenness & 
lewdness, revel and riot in their ub- 
cenity, and idleness slumbers in the 
day, that it may lift its head and per- 
vetrate the deeds of horror and dark- 
ness by night. 


' an] ei . 
the earth that wars are neecssary to} The mora! charneter of armies so 
cut them off and send them in haste |uniform and universal, 1s, alone, suf- 


to endless perdition?) The authors 
of war are accountable for occasion- 


ficient to show, that the Almighty 
frowns on wars. And the astonish- 


ing millions of that miserable class, jing rapidity with which war spreeds 


and forthe method of destroying 
them. 

Sir, ifthe rulers and governments 
of nations would put a period to war, 
and turn their attention as earnestly 
to the arts of peace, and to the hap- 
piness of their people, as they have 
to cultivate the art of killing, that 
wretched elass of people would soon 
be exterminated, not by falling in 
battle but by being restored to use- 
fulness and happivess. 

$. While war cuts off from society 
both good and bad, & while it opens 
to nations an immense common sew- 
er, or drain, filled with numberless 
myriads of wretched people, fit for 
nothing, but to fill the ranks of ar- 
mies, and fal] in battle, it strikes 1 
deeper & more deadly plague through 
every rank and order ofmen, It di- 
minishes the estimate of hfe, and 
brings nations to that state in which 
they can see thousands after thou- 
sands bleed with as much indiffer- 
ence as they see an oxled to slaugh. 
ter. It disrobes society of humanity 
itself, f.miliarizes human beings to 
every thing horrid, & converts them, 
if 1 may so say, to monsters, as much 
more termble than wild beasts of 
prey,as they have more knowledge 
and power to hurt. 

They stop at no assignable degree 
of vileness and depravity, at no vice 
in speculation, at no enormity in 
practice. The more frequent and 


rear the scene of war, the less diffe- 





rence is seen between the army 
i 


its vices through a nation, is the seal 
of heaven’s curse impressed on man- 
kind. Can vou imagine, sir, that 
the infinitely holy aud omnipotent 
God, will ultimately make an ermy 
a blessing to a nation, whose horrid 
oaths and incessant blasphemies, 
like the hoarse murmurs of the angry 
sea, continually ascend before him? 
whose course is marked with every 
atrocity and every 2bomination? Will 
such means of defence give health 
and prosperity toa nation? As soon 
might you expect the blast from the 
infernal pit to waft music, fragranee, 
and pleasure, on their stygian wings. 


‘Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis 
Tempus eget.” 


Christians, Sir, are infatuated on 
this subject. They seem to imagine 
that it is no matter how abandoned 
to all wickedness, an army is, pro- 
vided it be well armed and trained, 
and led by uble officers. Never was 
there a greater mistake, and Chris- 
tians who fear God, had they their 
senses about them,would fear such 
an army, as the sure conductor of 
divine wrath to a nation, rather than 
confide in it, as a channel or in- 
strument of divine blessing. TY am 
surprised this matter has never been 
regarded more in its true light. Such 
armies may indeed gain victories, 
and their opperatrons often result, 
apparently according to the propor- 
tion of physical causes; but still the 
moral order of events takes its in- 
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variable course; and such munitions, 
and such protection combines with 
other causes, whereby ail wars ac- 
celerate the prostration and ruin of 
nations. 

4, The enormous expense of mili 
tary Operations, while at the same 
moment business is interrupted, and 
ahabitof idleness and dissipation 
prevail, hastens the poverty and 
bankruptcy of the nation. Restless 
and ambitious men, and especially 
youth, from love of noise and tumult, 
and the hope of promotion, drop all 
other pursuits, and fly to the stand- 
ard; and the artful voice of flattery 
inflames their desire to receive the 
appellation of patriots and friends, 
and defenders of their.country. Am 
bitious governments here find the 
means of increasing their power, & 
they never fail to employ them to 
their full extent. Tiey sacrifice the 
lives of thousands, and the repose of 
millions, to their Jawless ambition: 
they contemplate, without regret, 
the spread of idleness and vice, of 
dissipation, poverty, and indigence; 
they see the resources of the nation 
melt away in the expenditures of 
war, her youth swept off in battle, 
her territories laid waste by fire and 
sword, and her national existence put 
at hazard. How blind is such am- 
bition! Yet we see it continually 
displayed. Aud] remark in the last 
place, 

5 Whatever may be the origin 
of nations, they generally end in war. 

This 1s a just retribution-of Provi 
dence, no less than the natural effect 
of the course they pursue. Having 
perpetrated cruelties and shed blood 
to an enormous amount, they gene- 
rally sinkina horrible scene of car- 
nage, and miserably perish in their 
own blood. There is a strong 
resemblance in many respects he- 











— 


as a man is morta) and has his _peri- 
od, a nation has naturally a lower 
kiid of immortality, or perpetual ex- 
istence, They seem to terminate 
by no natural necessity, but general- 
ly, if not always, by their own vices. 
Of this all history bears the most am- 
ple testimony. And the closing pe- 
riod of empires snd nations, is re- 
plete with wretchedness which can 
be known only to the individual suf- 
ferers, which terminates in death, 
and is covered from mortal eyes un- 
der the impenetrable shadows of o- 
Lhivion. 

It is the characteristic of man to 
be amused with great names and 
sounding words. We dwell much 
on kingdoms, and empires, and na- 
tions; whereas they consist of single 
creatures of moral characters and 
immortal destinies; of individuals 
who will be known only in a future 
state, or as subjects of the. divine 
government, Men who fail of rec- 
titude of heart and character, who 
esteem their own moral conduct of 
no importance, while they make high 
professions of patriotism, and give 
great attention to public concerns, 

uite mistake ibeir object. Socie- 
ties and empires are certainly im- 
portant, because they can produce 
by united efforts, what individuals 
cannot. But «societies small or great 
which consist of corrupt and de- 
praved individuals, are regarded 
with anger and indignation by him 
who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, and at whose rebuke the pil- 
lars of heavens tremble & are aston- 
ished. The men that would build up 
a nation, must be a good man in the 
sightof God. If in his heart and 
conduct he is wicked, kt his pro- 
fessions of patriotisis be what they 
may. let his public career be what 
it will, he is contributing his weight 


tween nations, considered as public/to the ruin of his country. But as 
bodies, and an individual. They/ nations, as bodies politic, (though 
haye their infancy, youth, and man-|the individuals who compose them 


hood. But in an important respect) are sccguntable and will 
they ciffer from one’man; that where- for all their actions,) are not 
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in a future state, they receive the 
retribution awarded tothem in this 
world, and they appear to be dealt 


with according to their outward 
conduct. If, therefore, they are ex 


ternally just and pacific, they shall 
receive according to the measure 
they meie. 

As war, therefore, destroys human 
life; as it fills nations with mourn 
ing and misery; as it infeets them 
with destructive vices, and exposes 
them to the divine wrath; as it plung- 
es multitudes into poverty, and rend- 
ers nations poor and bankrupt, and 
thereby paves the way for oppression 
and slavery; it tends directly to the 
destruction of nations, and accord- 
ingly nations have heen exterminat- 
ed and abolished by no other means. 

War is, therefore, incompatible 
with the best interests of nations. 
And as we have already shown, that 
even one nation alone, would be bet- 
ter, far better, without war than 
with it, how powerful is the conclu 
sion, that were all nations to aban- 
don war, the world would be far hap- 
pier than ever it was, 

Some person perhaps will say, 
“Wow heppy it would be for the 
world ifn@ more unjust wars were 
waged!” Ah! happy indeed: but, 
Sir, would it not be still happier for 
the world if the spirit of resistance 
and retaliation were banished from 
nations? Resistance and retaliation 
are cerlainly branches of the tree, 
from which springs unprovoked ag- 
gression aud violence; and they grow 
hard by each other. Noris the dif- 
ference between them so immense 
as many imagine, The first offensive 
war ever waged was by Cain on his 
brother Abel. AndI ask the stren- 
uous advocates tor the defensive 
system, whether they imagine that 
Abel’s character svould have de- 
scended with equa] glory to posteri- 
ty, if he had adopted their principles, 
had laid about him in his own de- 
fence, and perchance had slain the 

frst aggressor? Abel surely need- 








ed neither permission nor instruc- 
tion, since nature itself, say the ad- 
vocates of self defence, teaches all 
creatures to defend themselves. You 
remember, Sir, “Non, docti, sed nati; 
non institati, sed imbuti sumus.” Yes; 
had Abel resisted, and prevailed a- 
gainst the murderous Cain snd _kill- 
ed him, would the word of God have 


-recorded his name with such honour? 


Would he have worn the bright and 
glorious crown of the first martyr to 
eternity in heaven? 

Sir,] think there is odds in this 
controversy; and I fancy the defend- 
ers of defence, in view ofthis simple 
fact, fect their strength withered & 
their confidence fail. But the con- 
duct of Abel was the pattern of pri- 
mitive Christians, who acted fully 
up tohis illustrious example. Pat- 
tern, did I say! No: they had. be- 
fore their eyes, an infinitely more 
glorious pattern in the person of the 
Son of God, whoin all his conduct 
set before them the true import of 
his precepts. 

Many persons will reply to all this, 
and say, ‘I would be willing that 
war should cease, and I pray God it 
may cease, but nations will fight, & 
how shall we preventit?” I answer, 
Christians can set them an example 
of peace, and if they will not follow 
it, they at least cannot plead the ex- 
aniple of Christians in vindication of 
violence and blood-shed. ” 


But the great question at last must 
be, whether wars are right or wrong, 
as tested by religious principles, and 
the authority of Scripture. | 

This, itis true, opens a wide field 
of argument, into which I have often 
entered; and in whieh I have still 
found new evidences in favour of 
the doctrine Ihave maintained. The 
limits to which I am now confined 
forbid an extensive view of those 
arguments which may be drawn 
from Scripture, in favour of the prin- 
ciples of Peace. 1 must therefore 
content myself with noticing those 
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which have been advanced in favour 
of War. 

That text in Genesis, ‘‘Whoso 
shedeth man’s blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed,” has been consid- 
ered of this description. But it cannot 
be practically applied to justify even 
defensive war. It will not apply, even 
if we admit it as a command—which, 
however, I do not admit—It will not 
justify any oposition even to an invad- 
ing army, much less a war in redress 
of wrongs committed in spoilations 
of commerce—or political rights—or 
national insults, however aggravated 
they may be. The text allows no 
resistance for any outrages whatev- 
er, that do not amount to the shed- 
ing of blood,—and admitting it to be 
a command, the penalty does not fol- 
low till the overt act is committed, 
and thea to none but the individuals 
whe committed it. No mention is 
made of accessaries, or accomplices, 
or by-standers; these are not in the 
text, and we have no right to patch 
up the text of Scripture with supple- 
ments from human laws 

So that, as warrant for defensive 
wars, & adhering to the text as it 
stands, & construing it as a com- 
mand & it follows that if our property 
or liberties or persons are invaded, if 
no blood is shed—we must look 
somewhere else for authority to resist 
and not to this text.—And even when 
the aggressors have not been satis- 
fied to strip us of all our property, 
and reduceus to slavery—and even 
worse,—even after all this, when 
they have gone on to murder those 
whom they had previously deprived 
of every thing but life; we cannot 
shed the blood of any but those very 
individuals who have shed blood 
themselves. And then when we have 
selected the particular objects of re- 
venge—have succeeded in inflicting 
the penalty upon them—we become 
obnoxious ourselves to the same pe- 
nalty, and thus sign our own death 
warrant. For the expressions of the 


or inducement which led to the shed- 
ding of blood—for the sentence falls 
as forcibly upon the avenger, as on 
the first aggressor. 

Thus, in the first place, the text 
cannot be applied to the case it was 
advanced to support—-and if it were 
possible to carry it into effect, asa 
commend, no man would be willing 
to bring himself under its operat . 

Thus we see,in the very nature 
of things, conclusive evidence that 
the text is not to be taken in this 
sense. It is more rational to sup- 
pose that it was in divine condescen- 
tion a mere developement of the na- 
tural consequences of human slaugh- 
ter—and the history of mankind con- 
firms the caution it thus conveys. 

The practice of early ages, «nd 
particularly of that nation which was 
under a kind of theocracy, has been 
referred to as supporting the p: .c- 
tice of War under the Gospel dispen- 
sation. And this argument is sup- 
posed torest on the immutabiliuy of 
the Deity. 

Here, too, the plausibility of the 
argument vanishes, when the view 
ceases to be superficial. Fully and 
cordially admitting both the wnmu- 
tability of the Deity, and the truth of 
the records of the holy scriptures, 1 must 
deny the conclusions that have been 
attempted tobe drawn from these 
premises. 

We must admit there have been 
changes of dispensation—and chang- 
es in what may be called moral du- 
ties. But these changes arise not 
from any change in the Deity—not 
from any change in the ground of 
those obligations—or the ultimate 
objects to which moral duties have 
always tended~—but to two striking 
traits in the character of the human 
mind——its weakness in the first place, 
and its susceptibility of progressive 
improvement. But over and above 
all, we must take into consideration 
the condescending Goodness of his 





Creator. Thus,man was taken in 


text make no reserve for the motives/a state of weakness and darkness, 
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and broug..t under a course of reli- 
gious Instruction. A few of the first 
elements of Divine truth were com 
municated to him—and a few sim- 


pie duties were enjoined upon him. | 
This was like the organic sounds of 


la guage—or the numerical charac- 
ters in thescience of numbers. They 
remain true and unchanged through 
all the further discoveries of light 
and knowled ze. 
of Goi—his interposition in haman 
aff.irs—his will to succor, and his 
power to sustain,—and love, grati- 
t: de. and obedience to Him, 
Ad still in condescention to their 
weakness, H- was pleased to regulate 
—where they were not prepared for 
a total prohibition, Thus in the case 
of morriages. Tnough they were 
no! prepared to adopt the positive 
precepts which were afterwards en- 
j ined, and though great latitude was 
aliowed—still there were bounds and 
barriers placed around the passions 
ofmen. Axdthese bounds became 
contracted down to that order which 
was established in the beginning. 
Such also was the case in relation 
to War. Forthough war existed in 
these ages, 2s well as polygamy, yet 
“it was notso in the beginning.” And 
though there was not, in either case, 
a totel prohibition—yet there were 
restraints & limitations—there were 
certain general bounds; and in some 
cases, there were designations of par- 
ticular objects. This interference 
of Divine Providence was not a sanc- 
tion to the practice, but a condescend- 
ing interposition to prevent the con- 
sequences of the unrestrained indul- 
gence of depraved passions—keep- 
ing the evils in check—and even o- 
verruling and bringing good out of 
them——“unti! the time of reforma- 
tion” when they were to be totally a- 
bolished and the original order again 
introduced among men, Here we 
see the unchangable character of 
the Almighty—designing through all 
ages to lead mankind into that har- 


Such was a bel.ef| 


originally placed, and for which he 
was and is still designed. 

I need not dwell largely on these 
views, seeing so much has’ already 
been said inthe Moral Advocate in 
relation to it. 

And considering how much hag 
been advanced fromthe New ‘Testa 
ment, in favor of the Principle of 
| Peace, and has never beea refuted, 
it does uot appear necessary to go 
over that whole yround again at pre. 
sent. Oae objection, however, might 
be mentioned, not because it is par 
ticularly imposing, but because it 
‘seemsto bea sort of last resort. 

It:s contended that at the time 
of the introduction of the Gospel 
Dispensation, war was extensively 
practised. Andas our Lord and his 
Disciples never suppressed their doe: 
trines for the fear of man, they would 
have prohibited warifit had been 
unlawful, or reproved those who 
made it a profession, if such had 
been doing any thing repugnant to 
the principles of Christianity. ‘That 
looking over the practices of men, 
we fiad that they did reprobate what- 
ever true Christians could not prac- 
tice. 

If this objection be admitted as it 
is intended to apply to the subject of 
war, itwilllead to many objectiona- 
ble consequences. If the silence of 
our Lord and his apostles (admitting 
they were silent,) on the subject of 
war, be taken fer an approbation, it 
will follow that they approved all 
those schemes of ambition and con- 
quest which marked the character of 
the Roman Empire. If the argu- 
ment before us applies to wars at 
all, it will not apply to those which 
are merely defensive. for such were 
not the wars of the Romans. They 
were for power, for plunder,——they 
were dictated by the worst passions 
ofthe human heart.—It was but just 
before the Christian era, that the 
wars of Pompey, of Caesar, of Anto- 
ny, of Brutus, and of Octavius, had 
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with blood for the base motives of; 


ambition and revenge. The Romans 
too had subjugated the Jewish na- 
tion, deprived them of their liberty, 
and exacted enormous tribute of 
them. The very officers and instru- 
ments of this arbitrary rule were in- 
termixed among the Jews, and were 
the héarers and disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Did his silence, if silence it 
can be called, amount to an approba 
tion of all that mass of wickedness 
which characterized the Roman Em- 
pire at this period, and that which 
immediately preceded it. We can- 
not form such a conclusion. 

The some kind of silence was ob. 
served inrelation to slavery. The 
Apostle even admonished the be- 
lieving servants to be obedient to 
their masters. And there have been 
those who have endeavored from 
this very train of reasoning, to prove 
that Slavery is consistent with the 
Christian religion. But mankind 
are now too much enlightened to be 


imposed upon by such sophisti- 
cal reasoniog. Who that r gards 
that Divine precept, ‘Whatso- 


ever ye would that men should do 
unto you, do ye even so unto them,” 
can believe it is right to enslave a 
fellow-creature? For as no man 
would willingly be a slave, so he that 
enslaves a fellow creature violates 
the precept of Jesus Christ. And 
were this command obeyed where 
would be the practice of war? [1 
would be impossible for it to exist. 
The same argument will equally ep- 
ply to the justification of tyranny 
and despotic power. The Jews had 
beer subjected to a foreign power— 
had been, and were at this very pe- 
riod cruelly deprived of their natur- 
alrights. Were not our Lord and 
his disciples silent on this subject?— 
Didthey not say, Render unto Cae- 
sar the things that are Caesar’s?— 
Did they not say The powers that be 
are of God?—Did they not enjojn 
subjection to the higher power?— 
May not this be brought forward now 


by any nation that wishes to subju- 
gate and enslave another nation, as 
clear proof that such a proceedure 
would be consistent with the doc- 
trines of our Saviour and his spos- 
tles? The advocates for war will 
generally answer in the negative. 
Than they must give ap the argu- 
ment as proving too much, and 
therefore untenable. 

That the apostle accetped a mili- 
tary guard, is 1@ more an argument 
in favour of war, than his appealing 
to Caesar was an argument in favor 
of Roman ambition and subjugation 
of neighbouring nations, or his ad- 
vice to servants a vindication of the 
injustice of modern slave-holders- 
He was at the time he was so guard- 
ed, a prisoner—in custody of the 
‘chief captain.’ And as his own lib- 
erty was restrained—as he was de- 
prived of providing for his own saf- 
ty in his own way, the responsibility 
of his safe keeping devolved upon 
the officer whose prisoner he was.—. 
And the Apostle left him to pursue 
his own course, © 


If we reflect on the e'rcumstances 
amidst which the Christian Dispen- 
sation was ushered into the world, 
we shall be forcibly impressed with 
a sense of the wisdom which was 
displayed in its promulgation. It as- 
sumed not the slightest features of 
insurrection, or hostility to the ex- 
isting civil government. It gave no 
just cause of alarm to the secular 
powers. But in vain will the advo 
cate of violence, cruelty, or injustice, 
look for a licence in these writings. 
The axe is laid to the root of the trec: 
all the branches, however diversified 
they might be in size or appearance 
—however widely they might have 
spread, or towe:ed to the very clouds 
must perish with the root. ‘This 
is the design of the Gospel. And 
we have only to trace any action or 
practice among men, to the root or 
motive from whence it springs, to de- 
cide whether itis compatible with the 








precepts of Jesus Christ or not, In 
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relation to the practice of war, the a- 
postle James has done it already, with- 
out that miserable distinction of offen- 
sive and defensive. He knew the na- 
ture of the subject better than to make 
sucha distinction. “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you,” 
saidhe. “Come they not hence even 
of your lusts that war in your mem- 
bers?” Here he has traced war and 
fighting to the root from which they 
spring, and if the lusts which warred in 
their members were obnoxious to that 
axe which was laid to the root of the 
tree—then these are interdicted. The 
whole train of Gospel precepts is di- 
rected against those feelings and pas- 
sions, which generate wars, usurpation, 
cruelty, andgnjastice. It would be a 
vain a(fempt to select any modification 
of these, and argue because the prac: 
tice was not specifically named, that 
therefore it was permitted by the Gos- 
pel: when the very spirit from which 
all such things originated,& which is re- 
aily the root of them, is cut up, 

But the case as respects war is not 
quite as has been*represented. It was 
named with marked disapprobation by 
the Apostle. And our Lord himself, 
in his Divine precepts did not leave 
the question undecided. He clearly for- 
bid both aggression & defence: and the 
precepts which he delivered were not 
confined to private life. No condition 
in which we can possibly be placed will 
destroy their obligation: nor can we 
be elevated above their excellence. 
They embrace al! from the ruler whose 
will becomes the law to millions, down 
t» the poorest vassal that trembles at 
his frown. 

it never was designed that rulers 
should be raised above the authority of 
the Divine Laws. Some of the darkest 
heathen nations it is true, affected to 
consider their kings and heroes Gods. 
But even they were “onsidered only 
subordinate deities,a still subject to 


the will ofahigher power. But those 
who would place the officers of civil 
ani military government above the 
obiigations of the precepts of Jesus 
Christ, go beyond the superstition and 
idolatry of such pagan nations. 


{To be continued.) 
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The Millennium.—No. 10, 
(Continued from page 147.) 


“As one amongst the many, in the 
city of Beza, twenty-three thousand 
were indiscriminately massacred. An 
army of three hundred thousand. was 
raised, and kept up about twenty years 
for the purpose of suppressing the he- 


resy.” 

in section vii, Jones gives an account 
of the Waldenses from “A. D. 1230 to 
1350.’ 

“While the deamon of persecution 
was raging with resistless fury against 
the Albigences in the southern previn. 
ces of France, the inhabitants of the 
vallies of Piedmont appear te have en- 
joyed a large portion of external peace; 
their churches had rest, and walking in 
the fear of the Lord and the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, were edified and mul- 
tiplied. ‘The kind providence of God 
appeared in blessing them with a suc- 
cession of mild and tolerant princes, 
in the Dukes of Savoy, who, con‘isual- 
ly receiving the most favourable reports 
of them, asa people simple in their 
manners, free from deceit and malice, 
upright in their dealings, loyal to their 
governors, and everready to yield a 
cheerful obedience in every thing but 
the concerns of religion; turned a deaf 
ear to the repeated solicitations of 
priests and menks; and from the, begin- 
ning of the thirteenth century, until 
the year 1437, a peariod of nearly two 
hundred years, premptorily refused to 
disturb them. 

An effort was made to introduce the 
inquisition into Piedmont, but the pro- 
ceedings in France had opened the eyes 
of the inhabitants to the spirit and prin- 
ciples of that infernal court, and they 
wisely resisted its establishment among 
them. 

The cities and states of Italy suc- 
cessfully resisted the establishment of 
that court amongst them, even against 
the united powers of pope Pius iv, and 
Philip ii of Spain.” Page 142. 

“The sceves of slaughter and devasta- 
tion which had beer carried on against 
the Albigences, in the southern pro- 


'vinces of France, for more than twenty 
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years during the former part of the 
thirteenth century, in which time it 
has been computed thata million of 
persons bearing that name were put 
to death, had occasioned many of 
them to cross the Pyrenees, and seek 
a shelter from the storm in the Span- 
ish provinces of Arragon and Cata- 
lonia.” Hither the vigilance of the 
inquisitors turned their steps, and 
accordingly in 1232 the inquisition 
was broughtinto Arragon.” Pagel 43. 

“Soon after the establishment of 
the inquisition in Arragon, a Synod 
was convened at Tarragona, when 
many severe decrees were passed a- 
gainst heretics, and the *holy office’ 
was erected there also; and for the 
space of a century and a half, meas- 
ures of the greatest rigour were in- 
cessantly carried on against the Wal- 
denses or Albigenses, in that quarter, 
before their entire extinction could 
be effected.” Page 144. 

‘“‘We are informed that about the 
year 1213, Germany and Alsace 
were visited by the Waldenses.” 

“A violent quarrel arose about this 
time between the pope [Gregory, ix] 
and Frederic ii. Emperor of Germa- 
ny.” ‘*The pope excommunicated 
him, and to sow divisions between 
him and the princes of the empire, 
he, (A. D. 1237,) transmitted a ball 
into GermanY, in which were the fol- 
lowing words, referring to the empe- 
ror:” " 

“A beast of blasphemy, abounding 
with names, is risen from tbe sea, 
with the feet of a bear, the face of a 
lion, and members of other different 
animals; which like the proud, hath 
opened its mouth in blasphemy a- 
gainst the holy name: not ‘even fear- 
ing to throw the arrows of calumny 
against the tabernacle of God, and 
the saints that dwell in heaven. This 
beast, desirous of breaking every 
thing in pieces with his iron teeth 
and nails, and of trampling all things 
under his feet, hath already prepar- 
ed private battering rams against the 


raises open machines in erecting 
soul-destroying schools of Ishmael. 
ites; rising, according to report, in 
opposition to Christ, the Redeemer 
of mankind, the table of whose cov- 
enant ke attempts to abolish with the 
pen of wicked heresy. Be not there- 
fore surprised at the malice of this 
blasphemous beast, if we who are the 
servants of the Almighty, should be 
exposed to the arrows of his destruc 
tion.” 

‘Frederic on the other hand drew 
up an apology to the princes of Gér- 
meny,in which he terms Gregory 
the Great pracon and Anfi-christ; 
of whom it 1s written, “And another 
red horse arose from the sea, and he 
that sat upon him, took peace from 
the earth.” Page 146, 

Not that Frederic espoused the 
cause of the Waldenses; but his wars 
with the Saracens, and his quarrels 
with the pope, occasioned a partial 
suspension of their sufferings, 

‘‘About the year 1330, they were 
grievously harrassed and oppressed 
in several parts of Germany, by an 
Inquisitor of the name of Kchard, a 
Jacobin Monk.” “After inflicting 
cruelties with great severity and for 
considerable ume, upon the Wal- 
denses, lie wes at length induced to 
investigate the reasons & causes of. 
their separation from the church of 
Rome. The force of truth ultimate- 
ly prevailed over all his prejudices— 
his own conscience attested that ma- 
ny of the errors and corraptions 
which they charged upon that apos- 
tate church, really existed, and find- 
ing himself unable to disprove the 
articles of their faith by the Scrip- 
tures, he confessed that Truth had 
overcome him, gave glory to God, 
and entered into the communion of 
the Waldensian chorches, which he 
had been persecuting—even unto 
death. The news ofhis conversion 
soon spread abroad, and reached the 
ears of the other inquisitors, whose 


indignation was roused by. his apos-..4;, 
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in pursuit of him, and he was at! 


sength apprehended and conveyed 
to Heidelburgh, where te was com. 
initted to the flames. His dying tes- 
\imony was a noble attestation to the 
principles and conduct of the Wal 

denses; for he went to the stake 
charging it upon the church of Rome 
uS a Monstrous and iniquitous pro. 
Ceed:ng, to put to death so many in 

nocent persons, for no other crime 
than their stedfast adherence to the 
cane of Christ, in opposition to the 
délusions of Anti-christ.” 

* The Waldenses, however contin- 
tinued to increase throughout Ger 
inany, during the thirteeuth and four- 
teenth centuries. Four hundred and 
forty three of them were apprehend- 
ed by the inquisitors in Saxony and 
Pomerania, in the year 1391, who 
confessed that their teachers came 
from Bohemia, and that they and 
their ancestors had been instructed 
in the principles they then held. In 
14157 a great number of the Walden- 
scs was discovered by the inquisitors 
in Eistein in Germany, who were 
put to sleath; and whoconfessed that 
they had among them twelve barbes, 
or pastors, who laboured in the 
werk of the ministry. In short, 
Trithemius relates it as an acknowl- 
edzed fact, that in those days the 
Waldenses were so numerous, that 
in travelling from Cologne to Milan, 
the whole extent of Germany, they 
could lodge every night with persons 
uf their own profession; and that it 
svas a custom among them to affix 
certain private marks to their signs 
and gates, whereby they made them- 
selves known to each other.” P. 151. 

My limits only admit ofa very a- 
bridged view of the evidences addu- 
ced by Jones respecting the Walden- 
ses——the outlines of their number, 
chiracter, and sufferings. They 
were struggling for their very exis- 
tence uader the overwhelming pow- 
er of the ehurch of Anti-christ; not 
wil blasphemies in their modths, 
er weapons of death in their hands; 


ibut with suffering patience and per- 
lseverance, in order to werk out their 


‘own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling,’ and tu perpetuate the Christ- 
ian church. From the fourth to the 
nineteenth century, that power has 
been at war willi the FIRsT PRINCT- 





pies of the Gospel dispensation; or 
even from apostate times to the pre- 
sent. To crush with the civil pow- 
er that rebellious spirit which chooses 
“io obey God rither than Man,” and 
to annihilate the most lovely features 
in this dispensation, viz: humplity, 
simplicity, and love, has ever been 
its favourite desideratum. We need 
not follow the Waldenses through 
their numerous tribulations in Eu- 
rope and Asia for proof of my asser- 
tions, but we may find it in the Ssat- 
ute Books of our own country, uoder 
its Christian name, that if aman will 
not put on the habiliments of war, or 
pay his fine, he must be imprisoned, 
though it be known that his objec- 
tions are of a religious nature. 
Such may derive encouragement 
fromthe history of the Waldenses, 
whose stability rested on the preserv- 
ing power of the Almighty, for had 
they fought with weapons of death, 
they would have been readily extir- 
pated, and their very name which 
will still rise in futurit#, bave been 
lost in oblivion. 

“Robart Greathead, Bishop of Lin- 
coln, (England,) who died A. D. 
1253, in several instances spurned 
the bulls of the pope, when he was 
ordered to place eertain favourites 
in English churches; who were sty]- 
ed by the bishop, “lazy Italian pre- 
lates.” Robart wroie an epistle to 
the pope, which excited his indig- 
nation. “Who (said tie pope) is 
this old dotard, that dares to judge 
my actions?” &c. &c. After his 
death, the pope ordered his bedy to 
be taken from the church-yard, and 
burned; but it was notdone. In one 
of his manuscript sermons, still ex- 
tant, has been found these. excellent 





sentiments. “The humble man not 
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only sees that he has nothing in him- 
self, butis striped of all desire to 
po-sess the springs of selfexalta- 
tion. Self-condemmed and corrupt 
before God, he despairs of help 
from his own powers; and finds all 
he wants in Him who is the true life, 
wisdom, and health, and indeed his 
ai) 
Goi, who condescended to come i- 
to our vale of sin and misery, that he 
might raise as from its depths. By 
leaning on him alone, every true 
Christian rises into true life——peace 
-—end joy. He lives in his hfe—sees 
in his light—is invigorated in his 
avarmt!—grows in his strength—and 
Jeaning upon the Beloved, his soul 
ascends upwards; the lower he de- 
scends in humility, the higher he as- 
cends towards God.” “The temp- 
tation to self complacency, are the 
effects of satanic injections; and that 
it be-hoves him who would not be de- 
ceiving himself, to see whether he 
has the genuine marks of humility in 
his practice—whether, for instance, 
he ean besr to be rebaked by an in- 
ferior—whetler he is not rendered 
insolent by honours--whether he is 
not inflxted by praise—whether ae 
mong equals he is tie first to fabour 
and the last to exalt himself-—wheth- 
er he can recompense blessings for 
eurses, and good for evil. By such 
methods of self-examination he is 
to check the ebullitions of vain-glory, 
with whieh the tempter is apt to in- 
spire these who seem to have made 
some ;Toficiency inthe divine life. 
if that proficiency be rea], let them 
take care never to conceive of 
it as something separate from 
Christ. He alone dwelling in them 
by his Spirit, produces all that is 
good, andto him alone the praise be- 
longs.” It was said of him by the 
Monk of St. Albans, “The holy Bish- 
op Robart, departed this world, 
which he never loved; ana which 
was always to him a place of banish- 
ment.” Page 164. 

Although this Bishop preceded 





Luther at.d C.lvin, about two hun- 
dred years, | apprehend that no part 
of their writings s0 clearly and so 
fally exhibit the spirit of the gospc! 
dispensation, as the foregoing. 

Jones proceeds, “Section viii.” 

“An attentive reader of the prece- 
ding pages will have observed, that 


aid in vil, eventhe incarnate Son of} when the governments of France and 


Spain lent their aid to second the 
views of the court of Rome, in ex- 
pelling the Waldenses and Albiges- 
ses from their respective counires, 
these persecuted followers of Jesus 
Christ found anasy!um in Bohemia, 
where their principles took cerp 
root, and their numbers multiplied 
exceedingly.” 

Peter Waxpo, a rich citizen of 
Lyons, about the year 1170, gave 
name tothe Vaudois or Waldenses. 
This man, (says Guy de Perpignen, 
an inquisitor,) leaving his house and 
estate, had entirely devoted himsc}i 
to the profession of the gospel; and 
had procured the writings of the 
prophets and apostles to he’ translat- 
ed into the language of the country, 
together with several testimonies of 
the primitive fathers; all which, hav- 
ing well fixed in his mind, and trust- 
ing to his natural parts,* he took up 
the office of preaching, and interpret 
ed the gospel to the common people 
inthe streets, And when in a short 
time, he had got about him a good 
number of followers, he sent them 
into a}l parts, as disciples to propa- 
gate the gospel. They, as being 
generally unlearned, and having f.11- 
en into various errors, were cited by 
the arch bishop of Lyons, & though: 
they were as he reports, convicted, 
yet they fortified themselves wit! 
mere obstinacy, saying, that in re!i. 
gious affairs, God, and not man, was 
to be obeyed. Being for this cut off 
from the church, & appealing ta the 
pope, they were, in the council (m- 
mediately preceding that of Lateran, 





*We should remember this is the testi- 
mony ofanenemy, 
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condemned as altogether pertinacious 
and schismatical; from whence, be- 
coming hated and execrated by all 
men, they wandered about without a 
home, and spread themselves up and 
down in Languedoc, Lombardy, and 
especially among the Alps, where 
they lay concealed and secure for ma- 
ny years.” (He proceeds with their 
tevets, and there appears to have 
been a union of sentiments amongst 
all the dissenters from the Catholic 
church, down to the time of Luther 
and Calvin.) “Peter Waldo, their 
leader, therefore quitting his coun 
try, came into the Netherlands, and 
having gained many followers in 
that province which is now called 
Picardy, he removed from thence 
into Germany; and after along abode 
among the Vandal cities, settled at 
Jast in Bohemia; where even at this 
day, the professors of that doctrine 
are called Picards.” Page 166. 
“The usurpation of the court of 
Romé had reached their highest 
pitch, about the thirteenth or four- 
teenth century. That astonishing 
system of spirituel tyranny hed 
drawn within its vortex almost the 
whole government of England. The 
pope’s haughty legate, spurning at 
all law and equity, made even the 
ministers of justice to tremble at his 
‘tribunal; parliaments were overawed 
and sovereigns obliged to temperise, 
while the lawless eeclesiastic, en- 
trenched behind the authority of 


strongestterms,” “Pope Gregory xi 
published crn thundering bulls 
against fim, in 1377, commanding 
him to be seized, imprisoned, and 
brought to trial for his damnable 
heresies.” 

But Wickliff found defence and 
protection in the affection and es- 
teem of the people of England He 
wrote an epistle to John Huss of Bo- 
hemia, whieh might do well asa pat- 
tern for our modern “divines;” or 
well be inscribed on the memory of 
every Christian. 

‘“Popery was not fully established 
in Bohemia until the fourteenth cen- 
tury; and then not by the consent of 
the Bohemians, but by the power and 
artifice of the Emperor Charles iv. 
Two of his chaplains endeavoured 
to persuade his “majesty” to crush 
the pope, and reform the church, 
but they were both banished for their 
officious zeal. One of them, whose 
name was Jonovius, and had studied 
at Paris, being a person of piety and 
erudition, was a very hearty friend 
to reform, and both preached and 
published against the antichristian 
hypocracy of the times; but as he 
knew the world, and by residing at 
court thoroughly understood the 
views of great men, he comforted 
his friends with these “remarkable 
words just bofore he expised: “The 
fury of the enemies of truth now pre- 
vails against us, but it will not al- 
ways be so: a mean people will arise 


councils and decrees, set at naught| without sword or power; and against 
the civil power, and opened an a-ithem they never will be able to pre- 
sylura toany, even the most profli-|vail.” A saying full of wisdom and 


gate disturbers of society. 


In the/confirmed by the experience of ages; 


mean time, the taxes collected under|for reformation of abuses rarely pro- 
various pretexts, by the agents of the|ceeds from those that are in posses- 


See of Rome, amonnted to five times|sion of power. 


By the banishment 


as muchas the taxes paid to thejof these two eminent men, the voice 


kone” Page 168. 


of reform was silenced. 


Ignorance, 


The court of Rome found a pow-|profligacy § vice, prevailed amongst 
erful opponent in. John Wickliff.jall orders of the national church: the 
“He even proceeded so far as to calljinquisition was introduced for the 
the pope antichrist, todeny his su-|purpose of enforcing despotism in 
premacy, and to expose his intolera-/the civil government, and uniformi- 





ble tyranny and extortions in the|ty of opinion in matters of religion. 
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The consequence was, that multi- 
tudes withdrew themselves ftom the 
public places of worship, and follow- 
ed the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, by worshiping God in pri- 
vate houses, woods and caves. Here 
they were persecuted, dragooned, 
drowned, and killed; and thus mat- 
ters went on, until the appearance 
of John Huss, & Jerome, of Prague.” 
Page 18-4. 

I: appears that Wickliff, Huss, and 
Jerome, were united in sentiment 
aid that they became very obnoxious 
to the Roman church. 

Of the two latter, Jones says, 
“Tney were both condemned by the 
council to be burnt alive, and the 
sentence was carried -into effect: 
Hu.s, the 7th of July 1415: and Je- 
rome the 20th of May, 1416. The 
former sustained it with the most he- 
roic fortitude; praying for his mer- 
ciless persecuturs. Of the latter, 
says Paggio, a Catholic and an eye- 
witness, “With a cheerful counte- 
nance, and more than stoical con- 
stancy, he met his fate; fearing nei- 
ther death itself, nor the horrible 
form in which it appeared.” &c. 

These cruelties produced a great 
excitement in Bohemia; but no re- 
formation in civil or ecclesiastical 
governments. Dissenters were har- 
rassed by the Catholics, and yet urg- 
ing a-reformation. The unprincipled 
Rokyzan, arch bishop of Prague, at 
length advised such as were disvatis- 
fied with the existing order of things, 


ing themselves at the same time to 
a rigorous church discipline, and re- 
solving to suffer all things for con- 
science’ sake; and, instead of defend- 
ing themselves as the Taborites had 
done, by force of arms, their only 
weapons were to be prayer and rea- 
sonable remonstrance, against the 
rage of their enemies.” “Many of 


‘the ancient Waldenses who had 


been Jurking about indens & caves 
of the earth, and upon tops of moun- 
tains, now came forward with al.c- 
rity, and joining themselves to the 
United Brethren, became eminently 
servicable to the newly formed soci- 
eties, in consequence of their more 
advanced state of religious know- 
ledge and experience. 

The arch-bishop had not foreseen 


the consequences of setting these 


people on the crown lands. The 
great increase of their numbers, and 
their growing influence, soon drew 
upon thera the attention and sancor 
of the Catholics. A clamor against 
them ensued; and the Walidenses, 
Picards, and approbious names by 
which they were stigmatized, became 
foo numerous and too scandalous 
for an arch bishop to patronize, he 
therefore found it necessary to treat 
them with indifference, aud keep 
them at a distance. Scarcely had 
three years transpired from the es- 
tablishment of the society of United 
Brethren, when a terrible persecu- 
tion arose against them, in Bohemia 
and Moravia; and they were called 








to retire to the lordship of Lititzy, 
between Silesia ard Moravia, about 
twenty miles from Prague, a place 
svhich had been laid waste by the 
ravages of war; where they might 
establish their own regulations re- 
specting Divine worship, choose 
their own ministers, and introduce 
their own discipline and order, ac- 
cording to their own conscience and 
judgment. Numbers adopted his 


suggestion, and in 1457, they formed 
themselves into a society bearing the} 
name of the Unirep Breturen, bind- 





to prove what manner of spirit they 
were of.” ‘They were declared by 
the state unworthy of the common 
rights of subjects; and, in the depth 
of winter expelled from their houses 
in towns and villages, with ihe for- 
feiture of all their goods; even the 
sick were cast into. the open field, 
where numbera perished through 
cold and hunger. They threw them 
into prison, with a. view to extort 
from them, by meins of the severity 
of their sufferings, a confession of 
seditious designs, and an impeach 
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ment of their accomplices. When 
nothing cuuld be extorted from them, 
they were maimed in their hands & 
feet—inhumanly dragged at the tails 
of horses and carts, and quartered 
or burnt alive.” Page. 202. 
Uladisalaus, Prince of Poland, was 
now elected to the crown of Bohe- 
mia, and being a mild and lenient 
prince, little inclined to persecution, 
the exiled Brethren returned to their 
own homes, and resumed their oc- 
eupatiows. Under this amiable mo- 
narch they cultivated their lands, ap- 
pled themselves to literature, and 
for some years enjoyed prosperity as 
well as peace. According to the 
testimony of one of their hitter ene- 
imies,‘*They took such deep root, 
and extended themselves so far and 
wide, that it was impossible to ex- 
tirpate them.” In the year 1500, 
there were two hundred congrega- 
tions of the United Brethren in Bo- 
hemia and Moravia. Many counts, 
barons, and noblemen joined their 
churches, who built them meeting 
houses in their cities and villages. 
They procured the Bible to be trans- 
lated into the Bohemian language, 
and printed at Venice; when that 
edition was disposed of, they had two 
more printed at Nuremburg: and 
fi.ding the demand for the Holy 
Scriptures continuing to increase, 
they established a printing office at 
Prague, another at Bunzlan in Bohe- 
mia, and a third at Bralist in Moravia; 
where at first they printed nothing 
hut Bohemian Bibles.” Page 205. 
The reader is desired to notice 
that this was at the commencement 
of the sixteenth century; bearing in 
mind that Luther and Calvin became 
conspicuous about the years 1518, 
and 1530. We here learn that there 
was at that very period, a numerous 
church organized very much upon 
the primitive plan; and yet I suppose 
thatin the whole of Christendom, 
not one individual to a thousand—or 
it may be, ten thousand; has any 


as 


the belief, that Luther and Calvin 
had -particular knowledge of those 
people and their sentiments, when 
they succeeded in their efforts to 
bring the princes of Germany, and 
the Senate of Geneva, into their 
views. The history of the world 
will in some future period, prove that 
many centuries have rolled away, 
e’er the protestant Lutheran and 
Calvinistic churches, attained a state 
so purely primitive as were theo the 
churches of the Waldenses, &c. & 
purely primitive—here we find the 
cause oftheir taking—or undertak- 
ing to open, a new road through the 
wilderness of papal delusion, suffi- 
ciently broad fora host of warriors 
with all their pagan engines of des. 
truction and death; excluding but lit- 
tle more than the pope’s supremacy, 
infallibility, and the power of par- 
doning sin. Indeed according to the 
common acveptation of the term mil. 
lennium, when entering it, all those 
sects, in whose systems are incorpo 
rated war—oaths—a mercenary priest 
hood, &c. &c. must leave their distin- 
guishing characteristics. Hence it 
is certain that such churches can 
never enter into the millennium state, 
and that as people embrace the prim- 
itive principles of non-resistance— 
peace—and love of enemies, with 
the other christian virtues, they will 
no longer pass under the various de- 
nominations into which Christen- 
dom is now divided. They will be 
Christians; and if Christians then, 
What are theynow? I wish to pre- 
sent this subject in a plain view to 
thereader. As parts of those delu- 
sive schemes against which those 
suffering people protested, the Lu- 
theran preachers declare, at least 
with the appearance of solemnity, 
that by the ceremony of infant bap- 
tism they “are regenerated and be- 
come the members of the church of 
Christ;”. and the Calvinistic, that it 
“doth seal their engrafting into 
Christ.” Were it not that ‘men love 





knowledge of it. 1 am confirmed gs ete rather than light,’ this 
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F rat might be considered an outrage up- pendages of public worship, many 
s, when! the human understanding; espe-|things which Luther was disposed to 
Ports ¢ cially of those who are conversant/treat with toleration and indulgence, 
oF with the New Testament; they cer-|such as images, altars, wax tapers, 
Pe tainly can adduce no higher than po-|the form of exorcism, and private 
worlg) ish authority for it. But ‘the peo-|confession. He aimed at nothing so 
ove that le love to have it so,’ for it is less}much as establishing in his own 
away | than the trouble of a man’s washing|country, a method and form of divine 
an fe his own face, to be thus initiated in-| worship remarkable for its simplici- 
Ha state} ‘° the church of Christ ; nor is it ad- ty; and as far remote es could be 
ven the mitted that this membership or uni-/from every thing that could have the 
c S| oF with Christ, can be dissolved by| smallest tendency to nourish a spirit 
nd the the predominence of the spirit ofjof superstition.” Again, “The re- 
dertak. | ‘V4. It is in part owing to this de- formed church had scareely been 
igh the} Cepttons that men are supposing founded in Switzerland by Zuingle 
i themselves to belong to the militant}when this christian hero fell in a 

Wes | churchof Christ, while under the/battle that was faught in the year 
of ‘in government of the anti-christian spi-/ 1530, between the protestants of Zu- 
but lit. rit. __|rich, and their Roman catholic com 
mac But although Luther and Calvin,;patriots, who drew their swords in 
f ea and their cotemporaries, were near-|defence of popery. It was not in- 
to the ly united on the subject of baptism,} deed to perform the sanguinary office 
m mil. —neither differing from the Roman/of a soldier, that Zuingle was pre- 
church; they contested the point of|/sent at this engagement, but with 


hy the cucharist ——of predestination, &c.|a view to encourage, by his counsels 
“reg with great warmth of zeal; while and exhortations, the valiant defenders 


priest. inf as 
lest that of a peaceful—non-resisting spi-|of the protestant cause.” All the ware 
of Christendom have been encouraged 











‘aa rit, exemplified in a holy life, scarce-|‘ Wk ‘ : th 
aie ly entered into their discussions. spirit, i ie saatenk bie poy 
. : i s s ; ’ : 
state, I ar ong sar i risen from the apostacy of the Roman. 
rim- seat of the aldenses, reduced the/ ouch. In these expressions of Mo- 
ce— |  cucharist to the lowest standard, yet) sheim, we have alsoa full view of bis 
with exhibiting the best and mildest traits) feelings in relation to the subject of 
will of character. But had he united war. Notwithstanding this preposses- 
de. with the Waldenses, he might indeed) sion, he was evidently disposed to do 
ten- have suffered, but he would not have) the Waldenses justice. In speaking 
be fallenin battle with the Catholics;| of Peter Waldo, [1180] he says, “The 
he not that he was fighting, but while| archbishop of Lyons, and the other rul- 
x We encouraging others in it. Modernjers of the church in that province, op- 
~~ preachers use much more precau- posed with vigour this new doctor, in 
Ju. [ on: wounds would be painfid, to them: Oe eeetee” Tas anauccesttl for the 
j ’ 
vain his ore SE yong parity and simplicity of that religion 
ae 94 te, in order fo ee Ne 1 ae ee good men taught; the spot- — 
ast Or Late 5 enty enlarged Me ay yt f what less innocence that shone forth in their 
ty, i. passed at that period. Mosheim says,tives and actions; and the noble con- 
ip- “The founder of the reformed church, tempt of riches and honours which was 
e- [1519] was Ulrie Zuingle, a native} conspicuous in the whole of their con- 
of of Switzerland, and a man of uncom-|duct and conversation, appeared so en- 
it mon penetration and accuteness, ac-/gaging to al! such as had any sense of 
to companied with an ardent zeal for/true piety, that the number of their 
ve truth. This great man was for re-|disciples and followers increased from 
is moving out of the churches, and a-|day today. They ay hehe! formed 
| eligious assemblies, first in France,"& 
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afterwards in Lombardy, from whence 
they propagated their sect throughout 
the other provinces of Europe, with in- 
credible rapidity,& with such invincible 
fortitude, that neither fire nor sword, 
nor the most cruel inventions of merci- 
leas persecution, could damp their zeal 
or entirely ruin their cause.” Their 
rules of practice were extremely aus- 
tere; for they adopted as the model of 
their moral discipline, the sermon of 
Christ on the Mount, which they inter- 
prited and explained in the most literal 
manner, & of consequence prohibited & 
condemned in their socjety, all wars, & 
suits of law; all attempts towards the 
acquisition of wealth, the inflicting of 
capital punishments,self defence against 
unjust violence, & oaths of all kinds.” 
Such was the character and spreading 
of the non-resisting Waldensian church 
clothed with the spiritual beauty and 
glory of the apostolic state. It is a 
point of great impurtance in this in 

vestigation. (and let him that readeth 
understand,) to place the condition of 
this church by the side of that of the 
churches of Luther, Zuingle, Calvin, 
Melancton, &c.—a poivt at which | 
have been longaiming. Ifthese reform- 
ers had submitted te be plunged equal- 
lv deep into the spirituality of the gos. 
pe! dispensation; and instead of wasting 
their talents in controversies upon 
points of no importance in the redemp- 
tion of a world in bondage, had espous- 
ed the cause of Christ in the spirit of 
meekness, forgiveness, and love—even 
in His own blessed Spirit, we know not 
but at this time, the greater part of Eu- 


rope and America would have been in 
the full enjoyment of the Millennium 
state. I admit that it might have been 
through a series of suffering; but insist 
upon it, that had they and their co. 
workers in the refurmation, taken the 
path of the church as it has been traced 
down to, and through the Waldenses, 
and been faithfu! to the standard of the 
spiritual cross of Christ, the trump of 
war would long since have ceased to 
enkindle the fire of revenge in protest- 
ant countries. And not only so, but 
the loveliness of the christian character 
would have engaged the admiration of 
perhaps all the nations of the earth, 
Look at this “protestant” cause in 
its very infancy, and in tracing it down 
see if there has not the curse of war 
followed it, in every step. On ove 
side they “drew their swords in defence 
of popery;” and on the other,in defence 
of the “reformation.”” What! two ar- 
mies fighting in pereNce of the cause 
of Christ !! 
ly, “My kingdom is not of this world. 
[fmy kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that | should 
not be delivered to the Jews: but my 
kingdom is not from hence!!”?_ [ have 
no desire to disguise the obvious fact, 
that ever since that period, in every 
war in Christendom, a great part of the 
clergy have either been foremost, or 
have seconded the efforts of those who 
wished for war. To such! may say; 
Ye heralds of war, with impious tongue 
ye claim the sacred embassy from the 
God of glory to a fallen world, Buty 





Ye heralds of Peace—all hail ye ‘Sons’ and 
‘Heirs with Christ,’ ‘the Lamb of God;’ whose 
Spirit; irradiative as the light of heaven— 
Diffusive as his love—tender as his mercy-— 
Spreads far and near the gospel power; 

Nor can we mar its beauty: likened— 

We to that; not that to us; or heaven is 

Not our home. ‘Pure as the crystal stream— 
Pure as the drops of morning dew—pure 

As the rays of sparkling orbs; so is the 
Spirit of Him who said ‘I am the Vine, 


Ye are the branches’ — 


such in the soul 
Is the vital spark of Christian life. 


Couatless worlds are subject to’th’ Eterna 





Whereas he said express+ _ 
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Mind, and all their strings in unison; 

Far hence all mortal strife. Does the 

Little race of man strut a while in pride and 
Grandeur, and sport with martial show— 
in demoniac spirit subvert designs primeval, 
And glory in the sufferers’ woe; 

No god but savan listens to their prayers: 





He (if any.) is the warrier’s got—~no 
Weliverer; but content that throug’ 
Him man should be the foe of man 
in rebellion against a Holy God. 


‘The God of p 


ce,’ no ‘anthor of confusion;* 


The Curisrtan’s Gop; by whom the rage 
Of unnumbered spheres is harmonized— 
He sways the peaceful sceptre in the soul, 
And rufiling passions rise not in dominion; 
His pre eminent love encircles the family 
Of Man, and in this alone there is tie 
Bliss of heaven—uvisdom is also his, and 


‘All its paths are peace.’ 


My God: Thou whose redeeming 
Word bids contention ceases; whose re- 
redeeming power in the soul humbles 
the loftiness uf man, that thy own holy 
principle may be alone exalted; be en- 
treated to present more & more clear: 
ly, thy holy shield as asure defence 
against the adversaries of the soul, that 
the Spirits of thy tribulated children 
may more confidently repose in thy ev- 
erlastirg arms of power; that though 
the heathen rage and the world in tu- 
mult lies, thy precious lambs may a. 
bide in thy sanctuary, as a hiding place 
and cover from the sterm. O may 
these be faithful—that their light may 
shine before men; that the banners of 
the Redeemer’s cross may be progres- 
sively raised as standards, that the 
sounds of war may be dost in distance, 
or its feelings only felt by disembodi- 
ed spirits. 

Believing that my digressions from 
the history in view, will not produce 


Ww 





unprofitable reilections, f shall not of- 
fer an apology; indeed it would be 
doing injustice to my own feelings. 
“The king of Bohemia was averse 
to persecution, but the Catholics, ina 
most dastardly manner, obtained an 
edict from him against the United 
Brethren. They were again persecut- 
ed and dispersed, and se continued un- 
til the time of Luther, who opened a 


| correspondence with them. 


“Mr. Robinson thus recapitulates 
the history of the Bohemian Brethren.” 
“Authentic records in France assure 
us that a people ofa certain description 
were driven from thence in the twelfth 
century. Bohemian records of equal 
authority inform us that some of the 
same description arrived in Bohemia at 
the same time, and settled near a hun- 
dred miles from Prague, at Salz and 
Laun on the river Eger, just on the 
borders of the kingdom. Almost two 
hundred years after, another undoubted 
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record of the same country mentions a;whom no treaty and no signature 
people of the same description, some a8|could bind, and who were the deter- 
burnt at Prague, & others as inhabiting} mined enemies of human intercourse 
the borders of the kingdom; & a hundred) jtgelf, he decreed to make the coun- 
and fifty years after that, we fiad a pees try possessed by these incorrigible 
ple of the same description settled by) ang predestinated criminals a memo- 
connivance in the metropolis, and in| able example to mai Teas 
several other parts of the kingdom.) | end ta i lacece Eemtakes Ae 
About one hundred and twenty years )-° aon en, Oe oe ¥ . 
lower down, we find a pecple ia the 
same country, living under the protec- 
tien of law, on the estate «f prince 
Litchetenstien, exactly like all the for-|perpetual dessolation es a barrier be- 
mer, and about thirty or forty thousand|tween him & those against whom the 


imind capacious of such things, to 
leave the whole Carnatic an evertast- 
ling monument of vengeance, & to put 





in number. The religious character of 
this people is so different from that of 
all others, that the likeness is not easi- 
ly mistaken. They bad no priests, but 
taught one another. ‘They had no pri- 
vate property, for they held all things 
jointly. They executed no offices, and 
neither exacted nor took oaths, They 
bore no arms, and rather chose to suf- 
fer, than resist wrong. They held ev- 
ery thing called religion in the church 
of Rome, in abhorrence, and worship- 
ped God only by adoring his perfec- 
tions, and endeavouring to imitate his 
goodness. They thought christianity 
wanted no comment; and they profes- 
sel the beliefin that by being baptized, 
and their love to Christ and one ano- 
ther by receiving the, Lord’s supper. 
They aspired at neither wealth nor 
sage and their plan was industry. 
Ve have shown how highly probable 
it is that Bohemia afforded them work, 
wages. and a secure asylum, which 
was all they wanted. If these be facts 
—they are facts that do honour to hu- 
man nature; they exhibit in the great 
picture of the world, a few small figures 
in the back ground, unstained with the 
blood, and unruffled with the disputes 
of their fellow creatures. Page 208. 
JUSTIN. 
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Extract 
‘From Burke’s Speech in the British 
Parliament, on the debts of the 
Nabob of Arcot. 
“When at length Hyder Ali found 
that he had to do with men, [servants 
of the Bast India Company,]} who ei- 


ther would sign no. convention, or 


faith which holds the mors] elements 
of the world together was no protec. 
tion. He became at length so con- 
fident of his force, so collected in 
his might, that he made no secret 
whatever of his dreadful resolution. 
Haying terminated his disputes with 
every eugmy, and every rival, who 
buried their mutual animosities in 
their common detestation against 
the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, 
he drew from every quarter whatev- 
era savage ferocity could add to his 
new rudiments in the arts of destruc- 
tion; and compounding all the mate- 
rials of fury, havoc, and desolation, 
into one black cloud, he hung for a 
while on the declivities of the moun- 
tains. Whilst the authors of all these 
evils were idly and stupidly gazing 
on this menacing meteor, which 
blackened all their horizon, it sud- 





denly burst, and poured down the 
whole of its contents upon the plains 
of the Carnatic. Then ensued a 
scene of woe, the like of which no 
eye had seen, no heart conceived, 
and which no tongue can adequate- 
ly tell. All the horrors of w-r be- 
fore known or heard of, were mercy 
to that new havoc. A storm of uni- 
versal fire blasted every field, con- 
sumed every house, destroyed every 
temple. The miserable inhabitants 
flying from their flaming villages, in 
part were slaughtered; others, with- 
out regard to sex, to age, to the re- 
spect of rank or sacredness of func- 
tion; fathers torn from children, hus- 





bands from wives, enveloped in 2 
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whirlwind of cavalry, avd amidst 
the goading spears of drivers, and 
the trampling of pursuing horses, 
were swept into captivity in an un- 
known and hostile land. Those 
who were able to evade this tempest 
fled to the walled cities; but escap 
ins from fire, sword, and exile, they 
fell into the jaws of famine. \ 
“For eighteen months, without in- 
termission, this destruction raged 
from the gates of Madras to the gates 
of Tanjore; and so complete did 
these masters in their art, Hyder 
Ali, and his more ferocious son, ab- 
solve themselves of their impious 
vow, that when the British armies 
traversed, as they did, the Carnatic 
for hundreds of miles in all direec- 
tions, through the whole line of their 
march, they did not seeone man, not 
one woman, not one child, not one 
four-footed beast of any description 
whatever. One dead, unrform silence 
reigned over the whole region,” 











EXTRACTS 
Fiom Professor Griseom’s Fear in 
Europe. 
THE TOWER OF LONDON. 

“Excepting the church, the jewel 
office, and the houses belonging to 
the officers, the Tower may be con- 
sidered as a great arsenal or depo- 
site of warlike instruments, and a 
museum* of the armorial equipments 
of the English in historical succes- 
sion, fiom the earliest period in 
which firearms were employed. In 
the horse armory, all the kings of 
England, frem the Conqueror to 
George IH. are represented on horse- 
back, dressed in the full and appro- 
priate costume of war. The armour 
of John of Gaunt, is seven feet high, 
and a complete suit made for Henry 
vill. When eighteen years old is six 
feet in hight. Queen Elizabeth is 
represented standing beside a cream 


oral Advccate. 





lcamp, at Tilbury in 1588. Some 
are completely covered with polish- 
ed steel from head to foot; others 
jonly with breastplates. 

| But the room in which the small 
larms are kept, will perhaps surprise 
ithe stranger as muchas any other. 
lin one apartment of 345 feet in 
length, he sees arranged 1n the most 
complete and <«ymmetrical order, and 
all burnished ard kept in perfect con- 
dition, arms for 200,000 men.” 





MARTIAL MONUMENTS IN ST. PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL. 


“To relieve the eye in its dreary 
range over the vast space of the un- 
vccupied part of the church, the 
government began about the year 
1796 to introduce statues and mon- 
uments of illustrious men, The first 
was erected to the memory of How- 
ard The statues of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and 
Sir William Jones next attract at- 
tention. But of nearly thirty persons 
—all the others from lord Nelson 
downwards, are heroes of the sword; 
and in this great Christian temple one 
meets with daggers. and great guns, 
British lious & Imperial eagles with 
naval captains on their quarter decks, 
and generals in the act of dying from 
wounds received iv battle. One of 
the lasfof the monuments, is that of 
general Brock who fell at Queens- 


‘town in Upper'Canada in 1812. Over 


the heads of some of these are hang- 
ing the flags taken from the enemy, 
now reduced by time and dust to 
unsightly and filthy rags. What 
more than this could have been ex- 
pected to decorate the pantheon of 
ancient and pagan Rome? What, 
may it not be asked, has pure Christi- 
anity to do with deeds of this de- 
scription? Has the religion of the 
Author of our salvation any thing in 
it that can sanction a feeling at vari- 





ance with univereal benevolence— 


coloured horse, and dressed in the|°f ‘Peace on earth and good will to 


Same armour which she wore in the, 


man” ” 
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GREENWICH AND CHELSEA HOSPITALS. 


Greenwich Hospital—“ The estab- 
lishment contains 2410 pensioners, 
149 nurses, and 3000 out pensioners. 
We were conducted throuch the 
dining hall just as they had arranged 
themselves for dinncr. The spec- 
tacle of a thousand or more old tars, 
many of whom were obliged to 1.) 
aside their crutches aud feed them 
selves with one hand for want of ano 
ther, was rather imposing, and could | 
hardly fail to awaken sensations of: 
renewed horror at the reflection, 
that between Christian nations a 
practice should still prevail, which 
throws upon a community, so great 
anumber of their fellow creatures, 
in a maimed, disfigured, and hope- 
less condition.” 

Chelsea Hospital.—This is a royal 
establishment for invalid soldiers, as’ 
that at Greenwich is, fer seamen.| 
The whole front of the building is| 
894 feet. Next the river it forms! 
three sides of a hollow square. ‘The! 
hospital with the gardens, covers. 
about 40 acres.of Jand. The rooms: 
of the hou-e contain 500 persons, 
but the number of out door pension. 
ersis vo less than 50,000! Whata 
tax is this upon martial glory! and 
what toan independent and honest | 
nind,is adaily ration of sonp and| 
potatoes, in comparrisen with tie loss | 
of a leg, orarm, or a_ constitution) 
physically and morally diseased!| 
How incalculable are the mischiefs! 


' 
of} 


and the misefies of war, the deepest | 


ithey eminate. But it was not ull the 
‘coming of aur Lord Jesus Christ, 


‘foundation of all true religion and cor- 
rect morality was laid. Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with ail thy mind, and with 
all thy strength. And thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. Here was 
the ground work of devotion to Ged, 
and of that harmony and happiness a- 
‘mong men which the Gospel was de- 
signed to preduce. Still practically it 


iwas but little understood. ‘The prin- 


ciple of retaliation operated so strong- 


‘'y as to darken the understardings of 


men and the seeds of contention, hatred 
and war, were kept alive. Among the 
heathen too there were many wise men 
-——nany eminent plilosophers whose 
understandings were opened, so as to 
understand various important prinei- 
yles, on which our social and reli- 


i 


vious Guties depend, or from which 


that these things were fully revealed. 
And itis an evidence of divine wisdom 
that his precepts reached to first prin- 
ciples rather than to particular actions. 
For such is the variety of human ac- 
tions—such the variety of circumstan- 
ces which might change the character 
of those actions, that the most palpa- 
hle wickedness micht have evaded the 
force of specific prohibitions. Tut di- 
recting these prohibitions against the 
passions and motives {rom which these 
actions spring, no species of vice can 
escape—even before the actions are 
committed, as soon as the motive exists 


'—the judgment and authority of the 


Gospel are against them. 

It willreadily be granted that the 
Shristian Religion applies to all condi- 
tions of life. Husbands and wives, pa- 
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ofall stains upon the history of Chris-|rents and children, friends and feliow 
‘citizens, rich and poor, are ail embra- 
cai iced within its views. And if an indi- 
a —_——s vidual in any of these reiations, acts 
War, Kc. ‘counter to rr — which the 0 
, ne’ enjoins, we find that an injury 1s inflict- 

M4 ? re x J > 
(Co tinued from page 168.) ‘ed on himself, and on all those who 


tians,”” 








The Gospel not only discovers the|are within the sphere of his influence. 
duties we owe to the Author of our ex-) As this sphere is enlarged, so the conse- 
istence, but it gives us clearer views of quences of his departure from the mor- 
the relation in which we stand to each ality of the Gospel, become more 
other, than any other system that was'deeply and injuriously felt. In pro- 
ever received among men. I[¢ is true! portion as he has more to do with o- 
that under the !ega! dispensation the|thers—as the rights and happiness of 
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men are more within his power, so the 
precepts of the Gospel operating on 
him realize the anthem of the heavenly 
host, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to men.” 
But ashe violates these principles, so 
the consequences—the very reverse of, 
the preceeding quotation from Scrip- 
ture, become more widely spread in the 
world. 

Let us imagice if we can, what 
would have been the condition of the 
world, had all those entrasted with 

ower, been governed by the precepts 
of the Gospel? Would there have 
been oppression cn the peopler Would 
there have been any schemes of ambi- 
tion? Would vice and dissipation 
have acquired boldness through the ex- 
ample of those in power? Would di- 
plomatic quarrels have existed any 
more than private broils or petty con 
teptions? In short can we suppose 
that we should see such men summon 
thousands of their fellow men to slaugh- 
ter each other on the field of battie, 
and then find what was equally ebvious 
before, that national differences are 
settled better by treaty than by the 
sword? 

When we reflect on the crimes and 
miseries which are inseparably connec- 
ted with war,——when we remember 
that all wars are finally terminated by 
negociation,—-that there is no physical 
impossibility in the way of such nego- 
ciations before any more than after . the 
slaughter of thousands of human beings 
—we must be sensible of the werght of 
responsibility which rests on those who 
direct, the measures of government. 
WW ho can suppose that office will screen 
men from the judgment of God in a fu- 
ture state, for the waste of human life? 

When the man in private life, sits 
down. cooily and deliberately, and 
plans the murder of his acquaintance, 
even though it may be to obtain or se- 
cure to himself pecuniary advantages, 
oc to punish an insult, or even in retal- 
iation for real injuries, and then exe- 
cutes that plan——-we do not hesitate to 
call that man a criminal of the highest 
grade, and to subject him to the sever- 
est penalty within the power of man. 

And yet rulers do the same thing, 


they not only plan the destruction of 
thousands and tens of thousands of 
their enemies, but they, at the same 
time, determine no less deliberately & 
certainly on the sacrifice of their 
friends. If the cause of war be an in- 
sult, the punishment of that insult is to 
fall as heavily on those who received it 
ason those who gave it. if it is for 
the sake of property—the human lives 
which are to be the price of that prop- 
erty, are to be numbered among his 
friends no less than among those he 
calls his enemies. What wild infatua- 
tion! what madness of human policy! 
The Gospel offers us a remedy for all 
these calamities. and the very causes 
from which they proceed. How hap- 
py then for mankind, if ralers were not 
only almost, but altogether Christians; 
giving heed to the precepts of the Gos. 
pel, as they came pure from its Divine 
Author, and not as they have been per- 
verted by human policy and human de- 
pravity. 

Look over the nations of the carth, 
and see the wretched condition of the 
human race, even in those portions of 
the Globe, in which the profession of 
the christian religion has long been 
made. Does not the condition of such 
nations, professedly christian, prove 
that there is some radical defect in the 
system which they have propagated for 
christian? Were there some known spe- 
cific discovered tor some inveterate 
disease a remedy which could not 
fail if properly applied, and something 
under the name of that remedy had 
long been used without producing the 
desired effect, should we not ready 
conclude that the remedy was adulte- 
rated. Just so of the Christiaa reli- 
gion. We know that the Gospel, in its 
purity, will produce “glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good © 
will towards men,” and if we have tried 
for ages what men have called christi- 
anity, withovt seeing these effects pro- 
duced may we not pause—may we 
not rationally conclude there is some 
mistake in its composition? I hesitate 
not to say that such a mistake has been 
committed. Men have introduced a 
poisonous drug into this divine remedy: 
that poison operates by retaliation aad 


deserves to be particularly noticed, 














only on an enlarged scale. And what 
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revenge -—itdoes not belong to the sys- 
tem,--it never was authorised by Je- 
sus Christ. 

Let the ministers of the Gospel sol- 
emnly pause and reflect how far they 
are chargeable with the blood of slaugh- 
tered millions. Let them consider 
what agency they have had m leading 
mankind into the belef of an adultera- 
ted, bioody system of religion, instead 
of the pure gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
subject is one of deep interest—of aw- 
ful responsibility. Aud t wish, I pray 
that they may see it in its true light. 

‘lo those who believe in the peacea- 
ble nature of the (iospel Dispensatioa, 
—{ would express the desire that I 
feel, that they may not relax in their 
endeavours to promote the cause, nor 
Jet discouragements prevail over their 
minds. The day has dawned—light 
has extended itself over regions which 
once lay in darkness—And as the 
nost High ruleth in the kingdoms of 
men, and causes light to arise in ob- 
scurity—-let us still look tohim for the 
promotion of his own righteous cause— 
till heis pleased to speak peace to a 
hostile world, and breathe the spirit of 
reconcileation and love into the hearts 
of his erring and contending creatures. 





War is acknowledged by all who 
pretend to make cool and rational 
acknowledgments, to be a source of 
moral and physical evil—much to be 
deplored. Those ministers in the 
differentreligious societies who hold 
with defensive warfare, still profess a 
desire for the termination of this af 
iletive scourge to mankind, They 
say, however, that the object is to be 
effected in an indirect manner, by 
inculcating and disseminating those 
virtues, which will cut off the occa- 
sion for war: without admitting the 
principle of the unlawfulness of de- 
fence or retaliation. 


That those virtues should be 


preached and practised among men, 
willreadily be granted, as an essen- 
tial part of the means by which the 
great object is to be obtained. But 
it deserves to be seriously consider- 
ed by those who take this ground, | 


that they cefeat themselves. Their 
system never can lead to the abolition of 
war. Becase, while they enforce 
those precepts and duties on which 
they rely, for the ultimate extinction 
of war—they represent war as per- 
fectly consistent with these. It 1s 
even associated with the virtues of 
Christianity. How then are we to 
expect its extinction by such means? 
Tne idea is vain and visionery. At 
the very time when the precepts of 
the Gospel are attempted to be ex- 
plained, the practice of war, with ell 
that necessarily belongs to it, is re- 
presented as consistent with these 
precepts, and even embraced among 
them. By this means war becomes 
engrafted into this modified chrisu- 
anity, and must continue as long as 
the other parts of the system to which 
it belongs, shall receive the approba- 
tion of religious professors. 

It is no excuse for these things, 
that the apology of such professors 
is exclusively in favor of defensive war. 
So wide a latitude is allowed in the 
definition of these terms, that the 
whole ground 13 as completely left 
open as if no such distinctions were 
made at all. 

There has not perhaps been a sin- 
gle war in Europe or America, for 


was not advanced by both parties. 
The last war of the United States & 
Great Britain was declared by the 
former power—but it was in defence 
of rights. The British province: 
were invaded, in the prosecution of 
this defensive measure on the part 
of the United States. England in 
her turn invaded the United States. 
‘Lhe metropolis of the Union was 
taken, and many acts of outrage 
committed—Still Great Britain was 
waging a defensive war. Here the 
war on both sides was really offensive, 
while both parties considered it 
strictly defensive. 

Even that dreadful campaign in 
Russia; in which was exhibited the 





whole demoniac character of war, 








which the plea of necessity and right. 
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was considered just and necessary,|bear me out in the position, that vice 


by both parties. 
sented his ardent desire for peace & 


Bonaparte repre-jis the attendant of all assemblages 


of men for military purposes, even 


accommodation—the unreasonable| when the object ofsuch assemblages 


obstinacy and 


dangerous designs of{is nothing more than training. I 


Alexander, and that no other alter-/will net confine the remark to that 


native was left him but the sword. 
Alexander being 


| injury which is done to the moral 
invaded, was of|sense of those who take part in these 


course placed on the grounds of ce-) assemblages—but there is gencrally, 


fence, and in that defence, when the 
power of the enemy was broken, re- 
taliated with the most exterminating 
vengeance ever recorded in history; 
end shortly after invaded France in 
his turn. 





Ia short, by the admission, or tole-|sion of Christianity, & 


ration of defensive war, a sufficient 
plea is retained to clothe allthe base 
and ambitious schemes of mankind. 
We see the operation of this system 
in the present condition of the world, 
and like causes may be expected to, 
produce similar effects. 

It is asource of extreme reyret| 
that the ministers in the different re- 
ligious societies should take the 
course they do, in relation to ‘this 
subject. They make a distinction 
between defensive and offensive war, 
whivh has no practicable effect what-, 
ever. It leaves the field of battle, 
completely open. And the very 
worst passions of the human heart, | 
can draw around them a plausible 
covering. But there is a delusion 
iu the popular character of war. It 








| 





is impossible for men to be engaged’; 


in this work of hunan destruction, 
without envolving consequences at. 
which the feelings of the Christian | 
must revolt. I venture to pronounce, 
and the experience of the age will) 
confirm the assertion, that no milita | 
ry force whatever, within that peri- 
od, has ever been brought into action, 
without an accession not only to the 
amount of misery, but of wickedness 
in the world. And nothing that pro- 
duces this effect, can be reconcilea- 
ble to the Christian religion. Not 
only is wickndness inseparable from 
actual war, but the observations of 
the enlightened, of all classes, will 








ithe Gospel? 


lif not invariably, an obvious increase 
of vice, on such cccasions. 


Where 
has there been even a petty muster, 
without some intemperance—or an 
evident excitement of some of those 
passions which Gisgrece the profes- 
mar the hap- 
piness of the human family? 

“The leaders of my people cause 
them to err;” was a complaint utter- 
ed through the prophet, under a for- 
mer dispensation. And I apprehend 
it deserves a serious examination, on 
the part of the same c min of religious 
society, whether the same complaint 
is not still dopkeatit: Look over 
the world and see the important fig- 
ure made by those nations which 
make up Christendom. See the ex- 
tent of the profession of the religion 
of Jesus Christ! Let us suppove fur- 
ther, that this profession were pure. Is 


‘it possible that offensive or defensive 


wars could have spread over this por- 
‘tion of the globe such scenes of 
wretchednessand guilt? And where 
has been the war for the last 100 
years that did not receive the sanc- 
tion and encouragement of those 
who professed to be the ministers of 
Have they not continu- 
ally justified every war, whatever 
might have been its object or its con- 
sequences? And frequently, the - 
more wicked has been the enterprise, 
the more zealous have been the cler- 
gy inits support. Witness their in- 
fluence in the late invasion of Spain! 

Must we not conclude—-are we not 
driven to the conclusion, that if 
Christians would adopt the principle 
of the unlawfulness of war—if the 
ministers in the different societies 
would lend the aid of their influence 
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to (he propagation of this principle, 

iat mankind would ere this day, 
have witnessed that object so desira- 
ble in itsell—the pacification of the 
world? But the war spirit is kept 
alive—it is congenial to the malevo- 
leat passions of the human heart—it 
opens a wide field for the gratifica- 


tion of avarice & ambition—it holds | 


ont flattering prospects of acquiring’ 
fame and fortune, to a large class of 
the active part of the community, &/ 
being tolerated by the religious and) 
apy! iuded by the ‘thoughtless s, it still 
continues a source of misery and of 
cuilt to millions of the human family. 
- Why was christianity introduced 
into the world? Was it designed to 
perp tuate wickedness, and to rec- 
onecile mankind to the practice of sin? 
Or was it designed to exalt the cha- 
racter of man, and promote ‘Glory to 
God in the highest, & on earth peace, 
good will towards man’? Are these 
important ebjects gained by that 
popular religion in the world, which 
not oaly sanctions, but prompts man 
to become the enemy of man—the 
eg erer of his brother—the fell 
stroyer of hisspecies? 

M nisters (who profess the lawful- 
ness of wa .r,) you are solemnly bound 
to arise from that state of apathy 
which holds even your moral percep- 
tious 19 Confinement—you are call- 
ed upon to vindicate the name of 
Cinst, whieh has been ‘blasphemed 
among the heathen,’ through the false 
character which you have contribut- 
edto attach toit. The happiness of 
millions of your fellow creatures— 
both of the present and succeeding 
generations—the dignity and excel- 
lence ofthe religion you profess to 
expound—the judgments of Almigh- 
ty God, which awaits those who mis- 
represent his divine character, and 
lead the simple into ruin all these 
are powerful calls upon your atten- 
tion, and demand a serious and im- 
partial examination of the subject. 

A pathetic expostulation was made 





nation in these words: “The proph- 
ets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means, and my 
people love to have it so: and what 
will ye do in the end thereof?” And 
what indeed is to be expected, when 
the people love to have it so! The 








to the different classes of the Jewish 


i 


people, as rational and accountable 
beings ought to be aroused to a seri« 
ous examination of the subject. The 
people, instead of being the great re- 
positories of power, are reduced 
‘down, in military affairs, to mere ani- 
mals——little advanced above ma- 
chines! They sre put into motion 
by command, or by secret springs. 
They have nothing to do with reflec- 
tion, further than is necessary to car- 
ry the work of destruction into most 
successful operation, and to believe 
that God approves it all! Beyond 
these the soldier is not to re- 
flect. Will anydeny this proposi- 
tion? Suppose he should presume to 
think for himself, whether the work 
of ceath to which he 1s brought up, 
like the carriage of artilery,-is right 
or wrong—suppose in this exercise 
of thought he should be firmly con- 
vinced that it is sinful—is he at lib- 
erty to refrain from what thus clear- 
ly appears to bis mind. to be clothed 
in the most dreadful character of 
guilt? If an angel from heaven 
were to admonish him at such a mo- 
ment as this, would he be at liberty 
to disobey the order of his command- 
ing officer? Ifthe terrors of eter- 
nal death, and separation from God, 
and the harmony of heaven, were 
unveiled before his mind, as the’ in- 
evitable condition to which he was 
marching—the command of his offi- 
cer is onward, and he must obey-- 
regardless of consequences. 

Do we suppose there are no wick- 
ed wars in the world? Is it all the 
iHustration of christian virtues—and 
of that intercourse and exchange of 
feeling that should subsist among the 
redeemed? If it is possible that war 
may be unjustly declared, are those 
who participate in this work of wick- 
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edness participants in the guilt thatlor crushed beneath the wheels of the 
is committed? Or ere these wicked heavy artillery—while life is yet ag- 
authors of such outrage upon the e-/onizing every muscle, & terror eve- 
ternal Laws of justice, able to com- ry faculty of the soul—may we not 
mand good men into their service, repeat the exclamation of the Psalm- 
and give them a cleer diseharze from jist: “Lord, what is man, that theu 
all guilt before God? Or is every jart mindful of bim; or the son of man 
man to be judged *according Yes his that thou visitest him?” and in feel- 
works shall be? Ifso,isit not thejings responding to this inquiry, sink 
right of every man to know distinct-}under the mingled emotions of pity 
ly what he is fighting for? and to beland deep regret? 
at liberty not to do what is clearly} But you, who love to have it so, 
made manifest to his mind to be sin-|who are the wretched victims of this 
ful? Ifthis 18 areasonable privilece,|source of wretcheduess, are called 
then the war system is broken. Butjupon to think for yourselves, As 
ifhe is not at liberty to pursue tiis|you regard social or domestic happi- 
course of reflection and of conduct,|néss—the love of life or the hope of 
——then as I said before, man is redu-|heaver, the character of God, or the 
ced to the condition of a-living ma-jdread of his present end eternal 
chine. He is not at liberty to think, |judgments-—you are called upon to 
except so far as may be necessiry to think seriously, eoberly, and correct- 
put that machine into such operation ly, on this important subject. 
as shall be desired by its mester.! esl 
And what is man, when reduced to, oe Aa" 
this degraded character? Very dif- efuilitia Pines. 
ferent must be our answer on such! Qy the equality, or rather inequality 
a review, from that which was giv- | of the present laws,a few observations 
en by the Psalmist, on a similar /may be proper. The idea that they 
question. “Lord, what is man, thetioperate equally upon all, might per- 
thou art mindful of him; or the son jhaps have borne in the sixteent» centu- 
of man, that thou visitest him? Thoujry. A law making certain requisitions 
radest hima httle lower than the|frem individuals, differing in senti- 
angels, and erownedst him with glo-/ment on the justice of those requisi- 
ry and honor.” Such was the char-|t0?S: cannot operate equally. Indeed 
acter designed for man, by his benef- this is the very ground of persecution, 
icent Creator—but how changed— and hasbeen in ail ages. The Roman 
how falles!: do. wi rad! hae ehen Cathohcs never required of the Protes- 
C V . 


ants what they were unwilling to per- 
va y ie] lel h : ta NA i. ist 
martialed for the field of battle! how Itorm themselves. The Episcopalians 


shocking to think of his condition, jonty endeavoured to force the Dissent- 
as it stands, even before an engage-iers to do what they considered right 
ment! But when we pursue the land proper; and thus of the dissenters 
prospect thus opened before us—— |among themselves. Each party in pow- 
when we consider beings, capable of |er, requested what they were willing to 
such an exalted rank among the in- perform. Indeed if we go back to the 
telligent part of creation—thus sunk |?" /iest persecutions of the Christians, 
into instruments of wickedness and|¢ find the same fact. Saul, when he 
devastation—spreading around them exerted himself to compe! the disciples 
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; .  |to blaspheme was probably willing 
every thing that devils could devise P eyed ens, | 


himself to blaspheme. ‘The Roma‘as 
when we see them fall amid flash-| when they commanded the Christyans 


es of fire, and clouds of smoke oft pear arms, and swear by Caesar, 
}brimstone——gashed with sabres, or! were ready to do the same things them- 
torn to fragments with cammon-balls'selyes. The Massacres of Piedmont, 
trampled by the rushing cavalry, &¢. were only because the protestants 
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would not do what the papists did. and|ty, and the horrors and carnage of a 
were willing to be bound todo. When field of battle, Bat who will say that 
the protestants in power forgot theirjreligion or morality is promoted bv 
troubles, and were for compelling ail | militia musters? So then, the law re- 
dissenters to frequent their worship,|quiring my attendance at a meeting, 
pay their priests, and conform to their/would compel me to go where there 
rules and ceremonies—they considered |was something in the name of religion, 
these laws no hardship—and they could lan possibly a ‘little of its nature 
not consent to grant peculiar privileges |too—Dbut not so cf the other case. For 
to particular sects——but wished the! the sake of those who have been taught 
Jaws to make no distinction. And when to consider the prsfession of arms hon- 
some of those who felt the pressure of; ourable, L will not analize it at the pre- 
these laws, left their native country! sent—but even these | presume will 








and sought fur liberty of conscience} not call it religious. 


And even if it is 


on this side of the Atlantic, they pass-! possible to preserve morality on these 


ed no laws against their own princi- 
ples—and yet some, whose principles 
differed from those of the ruling party, 
were imprisoned, spoiled of their prop- 
erty, whipped, driven into exile, had 
their ears cut off, and even were exe- 
cuted on the gallows. And who, io the 
present enlightened day, would dare to 
say that these laws operated equal!y? 
And in what did the persecution and 
oppression consist, but in requiring of 
one man what he considered a duty, 
and of another what he believed to be 
acrimer And this is precisely the 
case with the militia Laws, Should 
one religious society become so numer- 
ous as to amount toa majority of the 
whole community, and such a thing 
may happen, as it has been, aud such a 
majority should pass a law to compel 
all without distinction, to attend their 
places of worship, observe their fasts, 
&c. &e. this law would be quite as rea- 
sonable, as those to which we now ob- 
ject. The majority weald consider it 
a religious duty ta attend these places 
themselves—woulid think that others 
who did not unite with them, were un- 
der a delusion, and that a compliance 
with their law was the very means of 
happiness and salvation. For myself. 
I confess if the penalties were equal, 
I should consider such a law more tol- 
erable than those of a military nature. 
XIshould think there might possibly be 
some devotional feelings present at 
their meetings same worship that 
might be accepied. But who will say 
that there are devotional! feelings in a 
muster-fieli? 1 wift®ot carry the com- 





parison so far as to draw a contrast be- 
tiveen a religious meeting of anf socie- 


occasions, we are sure that experience 
renders if altogether problematical. 

jut some will probably suppose a 
distinction should be drawn between 
the cases—They wil! readily grant that 
every man sheuld approach the Divine 
Majesty in that way which he believes 
to be niost acceptable. And why? Be- 
cause no human authority can destroy 
the accountability of man to his Ma- 
ker, or control the laws and precepts. 
of the Almighty for the government of 
his rational creatures. But this in- 
cludes something more than those oe- 
casional meetings and exercises, which 
we commonly think of, when we speak 
of worship. What would it avail, if we 
were to be ever so punctilious in al 
tending meetings, and going through 
the forms and ceremonies of our res: 
pective socicties, if we did not abey the 








divine precepts, as c!early made mani- 
fest to our understandings? What but 
mockery would it be, for us to present 
ourselves to the notece of the Almighty 
—and in our addresses to Him ac- 
knowledge his power and providence, 
and our dependence on Him, and im 
plore his influence to direct our 
conduct, if we then felt ourselves 
discharged from ail furiher obligations? 
Or what sort of religiews liberty is it 
that permits us to meet together in a 
ny way we please, to seek after 

knowledge of the Laws ef God, an 
thea compels us to violate those Laws 
when we have been made. acquainte 
with them? It is sething to me in wha 
point of view my neighbour may con 
template my religious duties—He | 
not to be.my final judge, nor can hi 
opinion absolve me fram my duty. 
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There are at the present time, in 
several sections of the state, consider- 


able spoiiations of property going ent 
‘such weapons. 


proj 
uncer the military laws. Mena 
lected whocen bear the reileetion. and 
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of us into the muster-field. Even com- 
mon sense might satisfy any man that 
conscience is not to be subdued by 
But if reason and re- 
flection had not led to this conclusien, 


facts now establish it beyond all doubt- 


vy hands on such property as best suits! No; fines and spoilations, never have 


their purpose. The great principle of} 


conscience involved in this question, 
is not matera!ly affected by the class 
of citizens, on whem these sufferings 
may fall. 
religious liberty, when they fall on the 
rich, as ou the poor.—And yet, when 
vie feelings of humanity---when the 
common sympathies of our nature— 
andeven when the love of our country 
ispormitted to arise, the objections to 
this system are tauch increased, by the 
reflection, that these depredations very 
frequeutiy fall on persons, who have 
noting to spare. The young, just set- 
ting out is life, with scanty means, 
perhaps a helpless little family, and 
many discouraging prospects—are bro- 
ken in upon by men without feeling: 


who grasping at the opportunity ot ga:n} 


to themselves, seize and carry off, per- 
liaps the very articles most essentia te 
the comforts of the rightful owners—- 
such property is then exposed to sale 
Without bidders, excest of the same 
cescription, and thus ten times the a- 
uount of the demand may be sacrifi- 
ced. ‘The pittance arising from such 
sales, then falls into the hands of the! 
collectors and officers, who are to be 
pard tor laying and collecting the fines, 
or in other words, for this very impor- 
tant work of ruining the conscientious 
poor, and there is the end of the busi- 
ness. 

It may be regarded as matter of as- 
tonishment, that in this country, where 
the rights of man in society are so 
well understood—where the love of 
liberty is so ardently felt, and the su- 
preme obligation of religious duty so 
fully recognized, a system should be 
continued, so oppressive in its opera. 
ton, so destructive to civil and reli- 
gious liberty, and after all, so complete- 
ly destitute of utility, in any resyect 
whatever !! 

It is destitute even of the semblance 
of advantage : for no body can suppose, 


ltis as mucha violation of{light of Truth, 





af this.day, that these fines bring any, 


driven true Christians from their 
ground, and the present generation 
may be thankful that persecution has 
not been permitted to extinguish the 
Let the various reli- 
gious societies who are now in the full 
and undisturbed enjoyment of their 
principles, reflect on what their prede- 
cessors endured Such a retrospec- 
tive view will surely enhance the value 
of the privileges they now enjoy. Brat 
while they repose in the sweet reflec- 
tion, that the daring hand of persecu- 
tion cannot come near them—while 
they louk ata distance, with supreme 
contempt on the tyranny of kings and 
prelates, let them remember that these 
privileges are not enjoyed by ali: but 
that here, in this land of liverty, 





“Beloved by heaven o’er all the world 
beside,” 


there are numbers—yes, vast numbers 
who are suffering cruel persecution, for 
conscience’ sake. It is possible indeed, 
that you who believe in the Jawfulness 
of war, may.think we are mistaken in 
our views—but were not your fathers 
called heretics by these who persecut- 
ed them? Haveenet wen thought they 
were doing God service, when they 
were putiing his servants to death? 
But what, let me ask, would have been 
the condition of the werld at tha pre- 
sent day, if pecsecution had so fer pre- 
vailed as to have crushed the principles 
it opposed? Where would have been 
your rights—where the sources ef your 
happiness—and what your views of the 
Christian religion? Darkness—the ve- 
ry darkness of the bottomless pit, wou!d 
have enveloped the human mind.—The 
divine Founder of the Christian dis- 
Pc nsation said to his disciples, “Ye are 
the light of the world.” And we muy 
boldly assert that this declaration has 
been verified in all ages. And though 
the world has persecuted and hated 
them, it was, at the same time, most 
deeply injuring itself; and it has been 
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th, rough un merited mercy to the world perty, liberty, or life, compared with 
'tself, that it has not been able to ef-|that well grounded hope--that spring 
fect its object. When we view the of consolation that risesin the renovat- 
subject of persecution in the abstract, ed mind, and gives fresh energy to per- 
when we apply to past ages—and our/severance? But religious principles are 
respective predecessors—we sball alijnot of that narrow and ¢ mntracted na- 
agree to the justice of the preceding eb-|ture that leads to regard ourselves 
servations. And when | make the ap-jalone. They bind us by one powerful 
ication of principles so correct in|baad of feeling, to God—to ourselves, 
themselves, toa case now in existence. !and to our fellow pilgrims, We look up 
[ hope those feelings whi £% int pest ages|to the Author of our existance, “whose 
have so com pletely biinuded the eyes of jwe are, and whom we are bound to 
Hien In power, w iii ae tpreventa candi a serve by every feeling of love, of grati. 

and impartial i: luvestizatione Nor let it ltude, and hope.?? Thus we feel bound 
be considered assuming tov much te/|to support this testimony, whatever it 
ourselves fo say that we are suffering a may cost us. But while we suffer for 
crue! and u navalling persecution. Cra- ‘couscience’ sake, for whose sake, or for 
el it js in ifs nature, as all persecution| what consideration are we made to suf- 
must be: and equally certain itis, that'fer? Who is benefitted by it? Does 
no advantage can resi sult fi ‘omif. I le iad government derive revenue from the 
nothing like arrogance when i say t jexer ‘cise of conscience, or the service 
this system, with all its rigours, and,of the Alm ighty? No--it woald bea 
even more than has yet been needs will! tj libel on our civil institution’ if it did. 

never make us soldiers. When I say! | What then “ae it do? It pays militia 
this, iam n wat pronouncing the praise of officers fur laying the fines--it does 
men, but the dign’ ‘¥ and ‘divine ori igin ja nure==it puts business a ad property in- 
of the principic. A prinezpie that ever.io the hands of collectors, who would 

has, and ever wis!, support those who) be better otfir hey vbtained it by ho- 

sincerely believe ta it. tis the princi-| mn est industry. It puts inen into oe er 


~~ 


P le that is not to be shaken——=t e pow-| whe have no qualification to use it, but 

er from which it emmenaied is net to be: whe Go, and wil, as long as the s} coe 
awed intosilence by the feeble efforts lasts, aguse it. Vhere is the man of 
of pers secution. Fue ire aig eclaimjretiginus sens ibility——of upright and 
nothing like applause—-we are but uu digaified principles, that can collect 


profitable servants—we do no more, muster fines? Can any man with sach 
than our duty, Lut poor & contempt-|piincinles and feelings, tear from his 
ible indeed we should be, if after the’ ‘honest, conscientious neighbours, the 
rT levelopement of Light--if alter all the) ae cessaries of life, when he knows that 
diséo very of the excellence of the G: s- it hey suffer, cather than offend their Cre- 
pel, & our indis idea! duties--w2 should jat tor? It cannot be: and in procuring 
meanly shrink from any sacrifice that] men for the eflice, such must be select- 
way becailed fur at our bands. Asied as do notsufer their reflections to 
expressed by our Lord in one of pis'descead into these subjects.--If these 
beautiful figures—we should be fit for | collections must be made, those who 
nothing but to be cast forth and trodden | fear vot God uur regard men, are much 
under the feetof men. A faithful sup-/the most likely to pass through the bu- 
port of the principle is our duty. Wejsiness without com punetion of feeling: 
are bound to sepport it at all hazards, land tv endeavour to enrich themselve es 
amd through all sufferings. [tis inter-las a cémpensation for their trouble. 
woven with our hopes of: happiness in! But what snotions can operate on en- 
the wort! to come;—net indeed ag of lightened minds--men who feel the 
wo: ks, but as of faith and duty. lsanctit tity of religion—the dignity of 
‘| bus, we are actuated by motives,} iprinciy ple--the duties we owe to our 
in ¢ ’Mparrison with which, all ethers 'Creator and to one another to con- 
coone cted with individual comfort er tinue sueh asystem? ‘To subject men 








advantage, sink into their own little-) who love their country—~who discharge 
uess. Ww bat is the enjoyment of pro-' the various duties of citizens—and who 
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desire to keep a conscience void of of- Greece, and Rome,) having been en- 


fence—to subject such to be stripped of | 
their property, to satisfy an_ inefficient 
law—but more properly to compensate 
the men who are agents in these spoila- 
tions,ought not to be expected in a coun-| 
try professing tu be so enlightened and) 
so liberal as ours. 
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ON THE CHINESE EMPIRE. 
Vo the Editor of the Herald of Peace. 


Sir,—Will you indulge a former 
Correspondent,by placing the follow- 
ing question before your readers? 

lf it be true that kingdoms and 
states, like individuals, have their 
periods of youth, manhood, decay & 
dissolution, what is the reason that 
while the four great monarchies have 
successively risen & decayed, there 
should be in the east an empire es- 
tablished before them, which has 
seemed to “flourish in immortal 
youth,” preserving an uniform matu- 
rity from age to age, and exhibiting 
at the present hour every appearance 
of vigour, of resources, of immense 
population, and of permanency? The 
empire to which I allude is China, 
if there be no effect without an ade- 
quate cause, ‘allow me again to ask, 
what that cause can be which thus 
preserves China, amidst the revolv- 
ing ages of the world, an empire 
which seems, (unlike the short-lived 
monarchies of the West,) established 
upon some durable basis? It is cer- 
tainly nota little remarkable, that 
though the Chinese have known 
something of bloodshed in their his- 
tory, yet in their general intercourse 
with other nations, they have mani- 
fested a decided determination to 
adhere to pacific measures; and it 
does not appear that they could be 
easily tempted to swerve from this 
plan of conduct. Whether this pa- 
cific principle is the cause of the per- 
manency of their kingdom, is a ques- 
tion which remains for further inves- 
tigation; but it may be worth our 
notice ta observe, that the four mo- 





j 





narchies, ({ mean of Babylon, Persia, 


gaged in almost incessant wars, they 
may perhaps be considered as hav- 
ing been the victims of premature 
decay; their principles carrying with 
them the seeds of a constitutional dee 
cline. Should this proposition be 
established, it may open to our view 
a heart-cheering prospect; es in that 
case it may be supposed that if na- 
tions had only sufficient wisdom to 
adopt the same regulations, and re- 
duce to practice the pacific princi- 
ple adopted by the Chinese, it might 
reasonably be expected that their 
posterity would reap all the advan- 
tages which are conferred by a state 
of permanent peace, of which that 
peaceable and enduring empire has 
furnished so unique an example. 

Information from any of your cor- 
respondents relative to this interest- 
ing nation, as connected with the 
subject of peace, will be very grati- 
fying. ELizanetTHe 

ne 
EXAMPLE OF OVERCOMING EVIL 
WI1H GOOD. 

“During the disputes which usual- 
ly attend the election of an emperor 
of Germany,Soleure, having taken the 
part of Lewis of Bavaria, in the four- 
teenth century, was besieged by 
Leopold of Austria. Whilst the 
seige was carrying on,a great inun- 
dationof the Aar swept away the 
works, bridges, boats, & warlike ma- 
chines of the beseigers, and brought 
into jeopardy many soldiers and ar- 
tificers. Inthe midst of this disaster, 
the people of 5oleure, forgetting that 
the suflerers were their besieging 
enemies, employed every method to 
save them from destruction, and ac- 
tually reacued many of them from 
perishing. Struck by this singular 
actof humanity, Leopold desisted 
from his attacks, requested to be ad- 
mitted as a friend, with thirty atten- 
dants, within the town, presented a 
banner to the town’s people, and ra- 
tified with them a treaty of peace 
and amity.”—-[Simond’s Travels. 




































Moral Advocate. = 








Valid 
gt! Wet 
| Hi 
‘ ; j i i 
Ht 
hy | ' ’ 
Ria) 
¥ iH 
Pa ke) hit 
, " sae 
bs te i 
y cast 
a! ha i 
mii. th) 
ap | b}i 
- 4 
aes 
sala 
i tay | 
4) 2" 
i f 
if ait 
) Dae 
i, " | 
‘ hie : 
Ee 
ie 5 


* When the first murderer sought the land of Nod. 


O’er altars proud, with human slaughter stained; 


Extract from 
‘War, a Poem, by Sainuel Webber, M.D.’ 


—2 +e 


ternal God! to whom belongs above 
‘The glorious attribute of boundless love, 
‘That never wearies, but is still the same; 
Mather of life! from whom our being came; 
Oh! why does manu, in whom alone we fiad 
His Maker’s image, an immortal mind, 
Heedless of him from whom these mercies flow, 
‘Fhus violate the laws of love below? 
Stained with his fellow’s blood before thee stand, 
Nor wake the thunder sleeping in thy hand? 
Does thy approval wait upon the deed, 
When by each other’s hands thy creatures bleed? 
Ab! no; thy laws with words of love replete, 
By Mercy’s angel written at thy feet, 
Forbid the strife; let earth the mandate hear, 
Aad warring nations tremble and revere. 


W hen infant hatred in the breast of man 
‘Yo rouse his stormy passions first began, 
W hen first the shuddering earth received the stain 
Of buman staughter, from the hand of Cain, 
‘hen from the heavens the voice of judgment broke, 
And Nature trembled as her Maker spoke; 
‘What hast thou dove, O Cain! thy brother’s blood 
‘ Cries from the ground that drank the sanguine flood: 
‘ Henceforth to thee accursed shall be the soil, 
‘And shall not yield its fulness to thy toil, 
‘And | will set upon thy forma brand, 
‘fo stay the avenger’s blood-requiring hand.’ 
Sach was the doom that spoke the wrath of God, 


Fearful he fled, but ever since, unfurled 

War’s crimson flag has waved o’er all the world; 
And still with man have spread to every shore 
‘the seeds of strife the exile with him bore; 

On every plain the iron crop has stood, 

And every soil been drunk with haman blood. 


Long from the ways of love men’s children strayed, 


And bloody, savage deities obeyed; 
Rapine and Discord long in triumye) reigned 
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And Peace, an outcast from the haunts of men, 
Sought hermit-shelter in the forest den; 

Whent God in pity to their fally blind 

Sent Christ on earth to teach and save mankind. 
‘The Saviour came, then heavenly music rang, 
And hymns of joy celestial minstrels sang. 

As shepherds watched their flocks at midnight still, 
They heard the sound from Zion’s holy hiil; 

On liquid notes the words of gladness ran, 
‘Henceforth on earth be peace, good will to man.’ 
‘The son of God no conquering terrors wore, 

No palm of victory on his forehead bere, 

Lowly in speech and garb; persuasion mild 
Spoke in his words and on his features smiled; 
Love unalloyed in every action shone, 

And peace and mercy breathed in every tone. 
These too he taught, aud bade his followers cease 


From strife, ‘and with their brethren live in peace; — 


‘To sheathe the sword long dyed in hostile gore; 
And thirst for vict’ry and revenge no more. 

W hat in his words he taught, his deeds displayed, 
And gave example’s power in precept’s aid. 
Though oft reviled, he ne’er with anger burned, 
Nor wrathful words to railing tongues returned; 
When doomed to die upon the shameful tree, 
When scoffers bowed in'mockery the knee, 


And hailed him Kitg; with thorny chaplet crowned, 


‘Torn with a scourge, and like a felon bound, 
Meek he submitted to their impious hands, 

Nor called destruction on the guilty bands; 
Though but a word had brought the winged flame, 
And swept from earth their nation and their name. 


What is the life of man! the lightnings gleam, 
The ray that sparkles on the rippling stream, 
The cloud’s light shadow flitting o’er the plain, 
That only comes aud straight is gone again; 
Yet in this spar of time what scenes arise! . 
How are we linked to earth with countless ties; 
How many fond affections fill the heart, 
From which it grieves us but in thought to part. 
How many cares our every hour employ, 
That call to sorrow some, and some to joy! 
Yet nota tie that binds us to the earth, 
No wish or thought that gives to pleasure birt}, 
No soft affection in our bosoms borne, 
Sut finds from savage war a cause to mourn, 
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Address 
To Young Men who believe in the 


Uniawfulness of War. 


Though the ardour of youth may 
frequently prompt them to feelings 
and conduc!, which will not bear the 
test of cool and sober reflection, yet 
the human mind is often led into an 
examination of priaciples at an early 
period of life. To you, who have en- 
tered into this kind of enquiry, and 
have become convinced of the evil 
and turpitude of War, I am willing 
to offer a few observations. In a- 
dopting this sentiment, you make a 


abled in any degree to appreciate the 
blessings which have been transmit- 
ted from age to age, through thece 
priaciples, we see something of the 
importance of the taithfulness of 
those first instruments, to the light 
and knowledge committed to them, 
Had they shrunk through fear or 
shame, from the support of the prin- 
ciples that were unfolded to their 
minds, how greatly would they have 
sunk their own characters! how 
greatly would they have injured, so 
ifar as they had the power, both the 
generation then existing, ard all 





ithose which were to succeed them! 


profession of a deeply interesting|And finally, how awful would have 


nature. A profession vot only hon- 


Christian Religion, and promotive of 
humoen happiness. 


‘been the alternative they would have 
ourable to yourselves, but corres |taken to themselves! 
ponding to the high character of the estimable privilege to them, to be 
_permited to hold up, tothe view of 
The pomp of pa-|the world, the excellence of the Gos- 


rade and the falacy of applause, have| pel Dispensation. 


It was an in- 


And this same 


too generally operated on the minds|privilege has continued to devolve 
of young men, to pervert their judg-/on some, from age to age, down to the 


ments, destroy their best feelings.| present time. 


Through this long, 


and stimulate them in the pursuit of/and may I not say, illustrious line of 


objects inseparably connected with 
guilt ond misery. On you has de- 


volved the duty—I might say the; 


priviiese, of setting a different exam- 
ple, and bearing up against the 
strons current of public opinion. The 
character of the Apostle Paul appears 
to greal advantage, when he made 
the (uilowing emphatic declaration, 
“Tain not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ; for itis the power of God to 
salyation, to them that believe.” 
When we consider the character of 





the primitive christians, not only 


succession, the same great objects 
haye been designed to be effected— 
the same awful responsibility, (at 
least in degree,) has existed—and 
the same common feelings of human 
nature, and the same evil spirit have 
operated to prevent the faithfulness 
of individuals, to manifested duty. 
On yeu this privelege has now de- 
scended. You are called upon to 
take your stations among those who 
have been denominated the lights of 
the world, and to form new constel- 
lations in the moral firmament. You 


submitting to penalties, privations,|are to feel the injunction addressed 
and punishments, but boldly bearing|to you as it was to the apostles in 
up against the religious prejudices,|their day—“Let your lights so shine 
the established customs, the ridicule | before men, that they may see your 
the scorn, and the rage, not oniy of| good works, and glorify your Father 
theie own nation, but of the world,}who isin heaven.” Are these priv- 
supporting, and supported by, the/ileges beneath your notice or char- 
principles of the Gospel—we see ajacter? Is there any thing in the 
peculiar diguity drawn around them.|course pointed out before you as the 
Whew we trace the progress of those}path of duty, of which you need to 
principles which they professed un-|beashamed? Are you ashamed to 


der a!! these trials, when we are en-|/leave the popular opinions and prac 
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tices of the world? Look round and 

see the wickedness, the misery, and 

the degradation, that prevail in’ the 

world, and intimately connected 

with that system of feeling and 

conduct from which you are invited 
to separate yourselves. Are you a- 
shamed to acknowledge the obliga- 
tions to the Author of your existence, 
or to be found in the practice of the 
precepts he has delivered to you? 
Will you be ashamed,in the day of 
trial and affliction, or in the solemn 
close of life, to feel his sustaining 
arm underneath you? Or when, as 
accountable beings, you stand -at the 
bar of final retribution, would you 
then be ashamed to be found among 
those who have regarded the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, and the appro- 
bation of God, rather than the im- 
pulse of their passions, or the popu- 
lar opinions of the vain or licentious? 
Besides the weakness and folly of 
such feelings as prompt the human 
mind to attach discredit to the prac- 
tice or profession. of religion, there 
is a passage of Scripture which has 
an immediate bearing on the subject:; 
““Whosoever, therefore, shall be a- 
shamed of me, and my words, in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him also shall the son of man be a- 
shamed, when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father, with his holy angels.” 
Mark, 8. 38. 

Thus, your own best interests are 
involved in the course you may pur- 
sue——your prospects both in this 
world and that which is to come. 
But you must bear in mind that you 
cannot illustrate the excellence of 
the Christian principle, either in con- 
duct or conversation, unless you are 
under the influence of the Christian 
Spirit. The Almighty “will not give 
his glory to another, nor his praise to 
graven images.” And consequently 





no profession which they can make, 
will obtain his divine approbation, if 
it arise not from his own divine in- 
fluence, operating on tlie heart, pro- 
ducing the realities of religion there. 
Unto the wicked the language re- 
mains to be, ‘What hast thou to do 
to declare my statutes, or that thou 
shouldst take my covenant into thy 
mouth, seeing thou hatest instruc- 
tion, and castest my words behind, 
thee?” The inconsistent conduct of 
professors has been a great stumbling 
block in the way of sincere inquir- 
ers, and has done more injury to the 
character of the Christian Religion, 
than all the efforts of its open ene- 
mies. Iftherefore, you are impress- 
ed with any sense of obligation that 
rests upou you, to make the profes- 
sion of religion, or to acknowledge 


hold the truth in unrighteousness, 
will forever draw down the wrata of 
the Almighty. What can you ren- 
der to Him for all his benefits? 
Will you offer to his notice, an in- 
sincere or inconsistent profession? 
These are important considerations, 
and I solicit yourserious attention to 
the subject. In declining to render 
to the laws, that active obedience 
they require, you should recur to 
principle, rather than rést on the ex- 
ample of your elder friends. In giv- 
ing to those who inquire, the reasons 
for your conduct, still recur to the 
principle in your own minds, rather 
than to any train of reasoning which 
you may have learned from others, or 
formed to yourselves by mere spec- 
ulative reflection. When you are 
called. upon to suffer for religious 
principles, let your conduct and con- 
versation bear testimony tbat you 
hold, in reality, a principle of peace, 
of non-resistance, and endurance of 
injuries. This suffering affords you 





no testimony which men can bear—= 


a convincing opportunity of illustra- 





any of its doctrines, remember that to: 
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ting the principle you profess, and 
of proving the possibility of loving, e 
ven ourenemies. Your conduct in 
other respects, should also be such, 
as to afford an evidence of your sin- 
cerity, when you tell the world, that 
you dare not violate the precepts of 
Jesus Christ. Iam firmly persuad- 
ed that an upright, consistent exam- 
ple,would disarm the secular powers 
of the last instruments of persecution; 
&, at the same time, powerfully pro- 
mote the dissemination of the princi- 
ples of peace, and universal benevo- 
Jence. Let me therefore encourage 
you to faithfulness and consistency 
of conduct, in all things “Looking to 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith,who, for the joy that was set be 

fore him, endured the cross, despis- 
ing the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” 

In closing this address, and with 
it the Moral Advocate, I would re- 
mind you,that many have advocated 
the principle to which I allude, un- 
der more trying circumstances than 
now fall to your lot. There is now 
less suffering or odium attached to 
itthan wasin the days of your pre- 
decessors. The principle is now 
widely diffused,and prejudice has 
yielded to its power—-Some who have 
nobly defended the cause of human- 
ity,are now verging to the evening of 
their day. You arejust entering on 
your career of life—It is to you the 
period of ‘might’ and ‘the beginning 
of your strength.’ But the counter- 
part of the passage to which I have 
glanced, diserves your serious atten- 
tion—*“ Unstable as water, thou shalt 
not excell.” 

But there are those among you 
to whom I look with earnest 
and pleasing anticipation; that you 
will not suffer this noble testimony 
to fall to the ground. Let the spirit 
of the Gospel be the governing prin- 
ciple in your mind—This will give 
stability—endue you with wisdom 
and understanding, and finally in- 


that Peace which cannot be disturb- 
ed by the conflict of feeling or the 
alarm of War. Editor. 





ee 
For the Moral Advocate. 


The Millennium.—No. 11. 
(Continued from page 178.) 


Perceiving that the publication of 
the Moral Advocate will soon be dis- 
continued, I shall not offer for its 
pages any further evidences of the 
continuation of the Church in its 
primitive state, from Jones’ History 
of the Waldenses, &c. although there 
is much more in the work, that is 
adapted to this purpose. It has been 
very recently reprinted in NewYork, 
under the titleof The History of the 
Christian Church, from the Birth of 
Christ, to the Eighteenth Century: from 
which, [hope a more extensive view 
will be obtained. It may be proper 
to observe, that the 4uther avowed 
his belief in the Calvinistic system, 
although admitting that a part of 
Calvin’s management was very rep- 
rehensible. His views, although 
highly commendable, did not there- 
fore reach the point to which I am 
directing my efforts, and to which 
he has essentially contributed. We 
may confidently believe that all our 
honest endeavours to promote the 
happiness of Man, & thereby to sub- 
serve theinterests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, will be justly rewarded; 
not upon the principles of sinister 
motives, but in the soul-cheering 
rewards of a heavenly nature: espe- 
cially, in the present benighted state 
of the world; in thes¢ the honest chris- 
tian centres his hope, inthe midst of 
discouragement. 

We do not however expect toaban- 
don the cause, hitherto being devot- 
ed to it thus far without the prospect 
or hope of pecuniary rewards, but to 
resume it in every elligible method; 
considering the difference as im- 
mense between being at war with 
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kind, and that feelingin which man 
becomes the deadly foe of man. 
had no precept of this purport, we 
might learn from a little self. exami- 
nation, that we cannot “serve two 
masters;” and the difference is not 
greater between “Christ and belial,” 
than between the Christian spirit, & 
the spirit of war. With our feeble 
efforts we cen do but little towards 
dispelling this long-established and 
wide-spread delusion, but in every 
advance we approach towards the 
true millennium state. As that was 
nearly lost in the apostacy, the re- 
unfolding of the gospel, and turning 
the attention of the people to the 
“power of God” as derived through 
the Blessed Mediator tn erder to give 
dominion over the whole transgres 
sing nature, is ajl that a finite being 
can possibly do, in subserviency to 
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the souls 
of fallen man; if this is done we 
shall surely stand séquited from 


their guilt, in that awful period of 


retribution. To this, my mind is fre- 
quently and solemnly turned with 
auxious solicitude; and while de- 
siring tor myself to be qualified for 
that happy gratulation “Come ye 
blessed of my father;” asa“sheep on 
his mght hand;” I feel it also for all 
the children of men: but am confi- 
dent that war meets with no accept- 
ance there. How will it then turn 
with those self-created ‘‘watchmen,” 
who, when “the wolf cometh’ to 
catch the poor sheep, give no a- 
larm? for which the Lord assigned a 
reason!! And with the sheep also, 
if they act the part of goats? But I 
have cause for blessing the hand by 
which my fetters were unrivited, 
although under the “hammer” I 
learned the way of tribulation; and 
since, that “tribulation worketh pa- 
tence, and patience experience, and 
experience hope.” See the exposi- 
tion of the parable, Matt. xiii. ‘“‘He 
that receiveth the seed into stony 
places,” “with joy receiveth it,” but 
“when tribulation or persecution a- 


> 


If we! 





riseth because of the word, by and 
by he is offended.” The ‘‘seed” was 
and is, the “word of God,” (not the 
bible, but) a measure of the redeem- 
ing spirit, and that the multitude of 
this class have not been redeemed 
from the spirit of war, has not been 
the fault of the “sower,” nor of the 
“seed.” I may confidently assert it, 
that thousands, yea, millions, have 
known and felt the arising of an in- 
ward—spiritual testimony againgt 
war, seeing it clearly as a concern 
of the soul; yet, from not having suf- 
ficient depth of “root” in their own 
minds to act independently of the 
contravening laws and customs of the 
world; shrinking from the prospect 
of “reproach”—of fines and impris- 
onment; have endured the convictive 
influence “for a while,” and then 
yielded to the adversary, It is proba- 
ble that it may appear to some of 
my readers, at the first glance, that 
I have unjustly aspersed the charac- 
ter of the priesthood: if so, it may tend 
to obviate the objection, to state that 
Ihave had personal knowledge of 
several young men, who, when uns 
der the precious, tendering imprese 
sions of heavenly love towards the 
whole human family, whose feelings 
revolted at the thoughts of violence 
and war, applied to that ‘‘fountain” 
for counsel; and there expired the 
last scruple respecting the admission 
of war, in the Christian state! I feel 
no enmity towards them, but rather 
pity and sorrow for them; for! verily 
believe that with them, the eye 
that was opeu—is clesed; and the 
heart that was once softened--has 
become hard! Does the reader 
pause to enquire “Is this true?” Let 
it become an interesting inquiry from 
this time forward, whether it is, or is 
not; and should a search be made 
throughout Christendom, it is evi- 
dent to me that not one in a thousand 
would admit a doubt respecting the 
consistency of war with the gospel 
dispensation. The apostle said, “It 
in this life only we have hope, we - 
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are of all men most miserable.” I 
do not wish them reduced to. this 
condition, but would entreat them 
not to hinder those who are submit- 
ing to the Lamb-like Spirit of the 
dear Redeemer, from obtaining the 
victory, even over the spirit of war. 
As surely as they do this, every ex- 
pression of desire for the advance- 
ment of the millennium state, is no 
better than downright hypocricy. 

In every shape, and in every 
grade; from the wars of empires to 
those of individuals in obscure life; 
they originate in the same depraved 
feeling: and ifthe civil and ecclesi- 
astical governments indulge this feel- 
ing on a great scale, unrestrained by 
the principles of morality or reh- 
gion; how can it be considered as re- 
prehensible in smaller associated bo- 
dies, or in private life? Even duelling 
& all the petty quarrels in neighbour- 
hoods, spring from the same disposi- 
tion. The clashing interests, and 
conflicts of opinions, produce the 
same results in similarfeelings. We 
are familiarized to the idea and to 
the sounds of war, and lest the peo- 
ple should lose their delight in 
them, they are drawn from their 
peaceful vocations several times in 
the year, in order to learn the art of 
man-killing; with its various improve- 
ments on savage manners. With its 
spirit so highly patronized, what bet- 
ter than war of one or another spe- 
cies can we expect in the smaller 
circles? If aman encroaches upon 
his neighbour’s property or equitable 
rights, itiswar. Such is the true 
definition of war, that when a man o- 

‘yer-leaps the bounds of doing good, 
and injures his fellow mortal know 
ingly, he overleaps the circumscrib- 

‘ed limits of the gospel dispensation, 

- and euters the field of the adversary. 

But war has become af academic 
science, even in this country, while 
powerful exertiofis ae *ingking to 

_Christianize the heathen pauons; 


ing upon their zeal. What a view! 
Immense expenditures to support the 
war system—and immense expendi- 
tures to prosolyte the “heathen na- 
tions’ to the Christian faith-——from 
the same sources. But I hope that 
those who go on such errands, will 
conceal the condition of those who, 
send, that in process oftime, distant 
nations may embrace the pure prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and assist in 
prosolyting the people of this and 
European countries. 

The Prophets were favoured with 
a distinct, though distant view of the 
millennium; and that under the gov- 
ernment of ‘Suiion,’ ‘the Prince oF 
Peack,’ implements of war should be 
converted to other purposes: also, 
that he should “stand for an ensign 
ofthe people,” and that “to him 
should the Gentiles seek, and his 
rest should be glorious:” Isaiah.’ He 
came with he exact delineation of 
character given by the prephets, ex- 
cept in one feature, which, through 
misunderstanding or known perver- 
sion, is rendered subservient to the 
warsystem. In one of the closing 
scenes of his ministry in the prepar- 
ed body, when fullfilling the type of 
the Pascal Lamb and abolishing the 
Jewish Passover, “Then said he un- 
to them,” “he that hath no sword, let 
him sell his garment and buy one.” 
“And they said, Lord, behold here 
are two swords. And he said unto 
them, It is enough.” Luke. It is 
very common for those who are de- 
sirous of defending the principles of 
war, to adduce this passage in argu- 
ment; thereby impiously claiming 
that the dear Saviour patronized it: 
and under the supposition that the 
period to which the prophets allud- 
ed, is yet in futurity. I am feeling- 


ly desirous that the people would se- 
rioussly consider that Truth, though 
prostrating favorite theories, should 
govern our decisions. 

They had two swords—and it was 
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vent? but they were sufficient for 
his purpose. Every believer in bis 
Divinity, will readily admit that he 
fureknew the coming of the chief 
priests, the elders, te captains of the 
temple, and the multitude, with swords 
and staves, in order to take him. Why 
then, ‘wo swords, and these enough? 
I wish to urge the inquiry, and im- 
press an answer that will appear ra 

tional to every reflecting mind, in 
which there is an interested desire 
to “know the truth.” 

It is evident that Infinite Wisdom 
so directed, that there should be a 
gradual unfolding of the Gospel dis- 
pensation, from the first miracle 
wrought by Christ, to the day of Pen- 
tecost. His ministry was emongst 
the Jews, a dark and hardened race 
of mortals; and it was far from being 
an easy task to remove or overthrow 
their predilections, and attach- 
ments to Mostac | institutions; of 
which, were, “an eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth;” and erect a 
spiritual kingdom of peace, upon their 
He was then opening a more 
full developement of the nature of his 
kingdom, that both by precept & ex- 
ample, it might be enforced upon the 
observance of all future ages of his 
church; of which, the disciples were 
even then, mostly ignorant. It is im- 
portant that we bear in remembrance 
that hethen said to Peter, “when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” Peter was therefore not 
a convert when using the sword; but 
not understanding the nature of the 
kingdom that was to be established 
in ard through Christ, exhibited the 
same governing disposition that now 
pervades the world of fighting “‘chris- 
tians;” although he was aubsequent- 
ly qualified to feed the “sheep”—io 
feed the “lambs.” He had one of 
the swords, and in confirmatioa of 
his adherance to his Lord in case of 
assault, he said, “though all men for- 
sake thee, yet will not I.” But as 
he was the first to promise—gnq the 


deny him. These together are fully 
characteristical of all those who up- 
der the christian name, resort to the 
sword: and alike strangers to true 
conversion. His master permitted 
bim to use itso far as to cut off anear. 
Let us observe with close attention 
the rebuke of Christ, and his decla- 
ration respecting his kingdom. Suf- 


fer ye thus far? “Put up again thy 


sword into his place: for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the 
sword.” Why did he advise to the 
procurement of the swords, if their 
use was so soon to be forbidden? 
It may be answered that Here the 
two dispensations—the outward and 
ceremoneal Jaw by Moses, and the 
inward and Spiritual) law by Jesus 
Christ, were designed to meet; the 
former as abrogated; and the latter, 
as commencing, And then, as now, 
though possessing the animal power 
of using the sword, and this equally 
easy to be precured, still by this pub- 
lic precept and example, universal- 
ly appropriate, the subjects of his 
spiritual kingdom are protnbited 
from using it as a weapon of violence. 
The disciples had no just concep- 
tions of the principles of the gospel 
dispensation, until they were “bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost;” on what 
is called the day of Pentecost: and 
it is this only even in our day, that 
gathers from the spirit & kingdoms of 
the world,into the spirit & kingdom of 
the Redeemer. They never, after be- 
ing thus initiated into the church and 
kingdom of Christ, approved of the 


ter, 11; from which, that-it may be 
more familiar, I will copy a few lines. 


fering for conscience’ sake, he add- 
ed: ‘For even hereunfo were ye 
called; bedause Christ also suffered 
for us, leavi 
ye should follow his steps.” -“Who, 
wheh he was reviled, reviled fot a- 
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use of the sword. The reader is de- 
sired to read,with this in view, 1, Pes 
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~ him that judgeth righteously.” This| 


is the same Peter that cut off the ear, 
— What a change in his views! And 
yet such a change now, is consider- 
ed as enthusiasm—as not essential to 
an admission either into the church- 
militant, or church-triumphant, of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. But that a- 
postle well remembered, and it is what 
professors are now, seemingly, very 
willing to forget, that when the bles- 
sed Saviour was arraigned before 
Pilate, on being interrogated respect- 
ing his offence, “answered, My king- 
dom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: 
but now is my kingdom not from 
hence.” This should be inscribed 
on every.conscience; then would two 
swords be enough for a Nation-—and 
these, not unsheathed. See now 
what a precious harmony between 
the result of this subject of the “two 
swords;” and the predictions of the 
prophets; for it is perfectly immate- 
rial whether “swords are beaten into 
ploughshares,” or are hung up as 
monuments of the wickedness and 
folly of the worid of Man; since they 
are not to be used for the purpose of 
shedding. human blood. So said 


Testament, and so says the Redeem- 
ing Spiritin the soul, which would 
sweeily gather into its own nature,— 
ot heavenly love. 

I will now advance it as a con- 
cluding sentiment, and from a desire 


‘that my readers and all who claim 


the name of Christian, might become 
sensible of the importance of the 
subject of the “two swords,” and of 


ferefces from it in support of war; 
That the Great Head of the Chris- 
tian Church, for infinitely wise pur- 
poses, chose this method of imposing 
aN EMPHATIC NEGATIVE upon the use 
of the sword by the members of his 
church, and as opening the way for 
a'practical illustration of the nature 
and spirit of his kingdom: and, in 
which, we have seen that non-resist- 
ance and holy love were conspicu- 


ously exemplified, as a pattern for 
all succeeding ages. Farewell. 
JUSTIN. 


P.S. In the preceding communi- 








Jon to the soldiers, “do violence to 


cation, I adverted to the subject of 


Infant Baptism, and to the Episcop- 
lian creed on that subject. Not hav- 


ingtone before me, I gave it incor 
which 





rectly,—it is as follows 


please to notice.—‘In baptism,” “t. 


was made a member of Christ, the 
Child of God, and an inheriter of the 


no man’’—~30 says the whole New/kingdoni of heaven.” 
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Extract from 


‘War, a Poem, by Samuel Webber, M. D.* 


Wen, on the hills where wint’ry winds have blown 
Fraught with the rigours of the Polar zone, 
Where drifted snows lie piled in rude array, 


And frozen cliffs obstruct 


the wanderer’s way, 


The southern gale with warm and softening breath, 
Unbinds the torrents chained in ice beneath; 

First slowly trickling to the stream below, 

‘The eye scarce marks their progress as they flow; 
But gathering still a fresh increasing strength, 
They sweep in thunder down the vale at length. 


the pernicious error in drawing | 
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A rapid, foaming, tide, whose headlong sway 
No force can conquer and no barrier stay. 
Such is the mind of man; as prone to ill, 
As gushing founts to leave their native hill. 
Thus from the earliest dates of storied time 
Has onward swept the swelling flood of crime, 
Small at its source, but, as it rolled along, 
More broad its stream, its current doubly strong; 
"rll nations boast of what should be their shame, 
And hail as gems the blots that stain their fame. 
Who has not marked upon his mother’s breast 
The smiling infant, lulled to balmy rest, 
Or, if awake, with sweetly sportive glee 
In artless frolic on his father’s knee, 
Allinnocence and love, untaught to feel 
The sterner thoughts that after years reveat? 
When, passed a little time, the scene of life 
Sees him engaged amid its busy strife, 
Changed like the strengthened lines of form and face, 
The aitered features of the mind we trace, 
Where Passion’s hand her burning seal has pressed, 
And stamped the character by deeds confessed. 
Allured by wealth, by fancied glory’s light, 
The wandering meteor ofa stormy night, ) 
d by ambition mounting still on high, 
Or dark Revenge with red and restlesseye, 
He spurns the chains his soaring thoughts that bind, 
And link him to his bretheren of mankind, 
Let but his hopes succeed he heeds not all 
The sighs that murmur, or the tears that fall, 
Though round his path sad lametation wait, 
Like Rachel’s weeping for her children’s fate. 
Search the dark records traced on History’s page. 
Where live the crimes of many aformer age, 


‘While ‘Time has torn that garland from the brow, 


That veiled its foul deformity till now. 

How many chiefs on conquest’s criwson food 

Have swum to empire, through atide of blood! % 
How many kings havs raised the sceptred hand 
With worse than Ezgypt’s plagues to vex the laad, 
O’er fertile realms have bid their banners wave, 

And left behiud a desert and a grave! — 

Yet these fell chiefs, the tigers of mankind, 

To pity deaf, to sights of horror blind. 

Within whosejhearts, a sacred place of rest, 


‘The dove of mercy built no hallowed nest; 


These once,'in infancy, devoid of guile’ 
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Sleptio the sunshine of affection’s smile, 
And woke from balmy slumber but to share 
The fond endearments of parental care; 
‘The barbarous Attila, the chief, whom God 
O’er guilty nations made his chastenin® rod; 
The Tartar lord, whose wild and countless horde 
Swept India’s fertile realms with fire and sword, 

- The daring soldier cursed with wide renown, 
Who decked his brows with Gaul’s imperial crown, 
Like the young tiger, to whose ‘lips the taste 
Has never come of slaughter’s fell repast, 
With thoughts unstained by crime, in spertive play 
Passed the first years of guilty life away. 
But still, as time on stay!ess pinions flew, 
‘The miad corrupt assumed a darker hue, 
Still stronger grew each fiery passion’s force, 
And weaker still each feeling of remorse; 
‘Sill manhood found them fierce and uncontrolled, 
Tnsitiate demons in a human mould, 
Scourges of man, dark wasters of ihe earth, 
And curses of the realms that gave ‘hem birth, 
Yet these were thine, O War! thy offspring dear, 
Hailed as thy sons by many a widow’s tear, 
By many a father’s curse and orphan’s moau; 
Krom thee they sprung, to thee belong alone. 
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